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TO THE READER. 
Chriſtian Reader, 


Fa. GALS EIS NN theentrance of our Chriſtian 
Q L| [73 profeſſion , wehave el premnſed 
NU WS. to fieht vnder Chriſts banner ,a- 
OS] JO GY 24/777 al Antichriſtian power, 
SJ =e 


A 6 


- And namely , againſt the fle 
the world, = _ er! Jes 
<P make good thy PR. 1 haue 
ventured (being thereunto called) to fight acombate 
with theſe adverſaries,in an eminent place , before 
many and great ſpefFators: Having ſo done , I ve- 


faith, or elſe I cannot ſay with the Apoſtle, that I 
hanefought the good fight, and ſo expett the crowne 
of richteeſueſt. Therefore having begun conten. 
dere verbis, to encounter with theſe adverſaries, by 
way of preaching, I reſolved further pugnare' ma- 
| nu, to ſet upon them , by way of writing. But here 


peradventure you will ſay, Quorſum hc 2 to what 
| ends thi writing! There are beokes writtenalready 
of all kind of arguments, and of this alſd. I grant, 
thereare ſo. But yet it doth not. follow for all that, 
that there ſhould be no.more written , for as long as 
the Devill and his Agents, doe dayly. multiply their 
temptations, and thereof ſet forth ſtill new tmpresſi- 


ons, and editions, able to ſeduce, if it were posſible, 
A 3 the 


membred that I muſt finiſh my courſe, and keepe the - 


1. Tim,4. 
7.8, 


WS, C6. 13. 


TotheReader. 


 thewery eleft; 1 ſeenoveaſon, but that the Mint- 

fters ,and ſervants of Chriſt, ſhould be as forward to 

, . multiply replies, andiFet forth new anſweres to the 

” lam.4-7. ſame. Surel am, the Lords will and command ©, 

Ephel.4.27- that-we ſhould reſiſt the Divell, that we ſhould give 

n0 place to his temptations, that we ſhould put onthe 

whole armour of God, that s,uſe all good meanes to 

withſtand hs wiles , and to repell his aſaults, And 

S. Auſtin doth infance in this meanes of writing, 

frying, that in places infefted with here(ie (or 0. 

ther dangerous temptations) all men ſhould write, 

that have any faculty therein, though it bee but the 

ſame things in other words, that all ſorts of people, 

among many bookes, might light upon ſome, and the 

enemy in all places might have one, or other, to en- 

counter him, And the ſame Author further ſaith,uti- 

Pile ef plu. 1E Cfle,t hat 'tis profitable, that there bee many bookes, 
fp 4 > nn 

res 6 pluribuof many perſons , made of like matters , ina diverſe 

gow _ 1, ſtile & method,ſo that they be not contrary , im a df. 

ſed non di- ' verſe faith, that fromthe ſame the truth may more 


bor he = ly appeare,toſome in one manner ,t0 ſome in ax0- 
derttfque/1io- er, | 
nib 6s. _., Now that which S. Auſtin ſpeakes poſitively, ſay- 


Tree - ing, utile efſe,chat it is profitable, that there be many 
c.3. Bookes of many perſons, made of like matters, &c. I 
hope may be ſaid of mine. Certaine I am the matter ts 

profitable, and neceſiary for any mans Fnudy, that de- 

fires to approve himſafe a good ſouldiour of Teſus 

Chrif, And for the manner alſo, though it benot e. 

legant, yet here is order, which is the maine thing 

requiſite inabattell. 4nd for matter and manner , it 

hath gained the hearing of honourable, learned, and 

judicions 


_ 
Ie ——— — ——  ——_——_ 
CE ts me. 
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=_ 
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To the Reader- 


judicions auditours, Now if it may alſo gaine your- 
reading, and liking, I ſhall count my paines well be. 
owed, and be the more encouraged to goe on in my 
ſtudies, & toſet forth further and larger teftimony of 
my deſire to doe you good. And werily my intention 
was topreſent you with alarger teſtimony thereof at 
ihs ſecond time, bit 1 am faing to fall ſhort of that 
purpoſe, aud to deſire you to accept of this for the pre- 


ſent, as from | 


Your unfained well-willer, 
andin that I am able, 
your well.doer 


William Evans, 


i 
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Errata, 
Age 1;.linc 5,cead net for cannot, p- 24.1, 10.r,one Captaine f. our 


Captane, p. z 5.l.z1.r.by being for being,p.49.l. 17-r. overcharged f, 
overchared.p, 58.1.39.r,more care of f,more of,p,6g.1.28.r.tinall f.(mall. 
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THE CHRISTIAN CON. 
flict and Conqueſt, 


Ertzs, C.6.V, 12. 13. 


We wreſtle not againſt fleſh and bloud, but againſt 
principalities and powers. Wherefore take unts 
you the whole armour of God, that ye maybe able 


zowithſtand &c. 
Tedfaſtneſlſe of faith, with 


therein, and to withſtand 
all the oppolers thereof, 
is the argument of the - 
Apoſtle in theſe words. 


thought the fitteſt for me to treat of, at this time, 
in this place; in as much , as ye are all by profeſſt. 
on, the ſervants and ſouldiers of Chriſt. And by 
practiſealſo his faithfull ſervants,for all Iknow.So 
that I have nocauſe toincite you to begin, but ra- 


ther to continue in well doing:to continue Chriſts 
faichtull 


BE! 1 direction how to ſtand therenxt, 


2 The chriftian Conflit?, 
faithfull-ſervants and ſouldiers , unto your lives 
end. This continuance is the Apoſtles, and my 
. ſcope. 

And the occafion this: The Apoſtle having in 
the former part of this Epiſtle, delive:ed many 
holy, and heavenly exhortations, as tat wee 
ſhould wa!ke worthy of che vocarion whercwith 
weare called, c, 4. t. That we ſhould endeavour 
tokeepe the unity of the ſpirit inthe bond of peace, 
V. 2. That wc ſhould put off theold man,even the 
corruption of our nature, which is as old as man- 
kind; and to put on thenew man, even Chriſt Ie- 
ſus, with his merits, and manners, v. 22. 23. Thar 
we ſhould have nofellowſhip with the unfruitfull 
works of darkeneflc, but rather reprove them,c. 5. 
V. 11. That weſhouldtraine upthoſe that belong 
to our charge, inthe inſtruction, and feare of the 
Lord,c, 6.4. Ina word, that we ſhouldall live in. 
obedience, pertorming our ſeveral] duties, to 
each other, C. 5. 21, C. 6.. I. having delivered. 
theſe, and many orh: r p1ous.exhortations: 

And withall, perceiving that no man can ſet 
himſelfe to follow theſe preccpts,and to.doe theſe 
duties,but that he ſhall find many diſcouragemets, 
many lcts and hinderances , ſome from fleſh and 
blood within, others from- Sathan and the world 
without, Yea, and {ichdiſcouragements, as that 
man ofhimſelte is not ableto withſtand,&ro ſtand 
perfect in all things. Perceiving this, the Apoſtle, 
like afaithtull Miniſter , and a good Leaderof the 
Lord of hoſts, animates and incites his fellowes, 
and followers to ſtand faſt in the faub , xo quit 

themiclyes. 


| . andConqueſt, D713 -— 
themſelues like men, to be ſtrong, ſaying, My Bre- © 
thren be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of 40 
his might.v.10. Runne on with patience the race 
(or theconflict) that is fer before you. Runne on, 
notwithſtanding allrthe wreſtling, and ſtriving of 
the fleſh,the world, and the Devilltothe contrary. 
And this that they might the better doe, hetells 
them how to ſtrengthen, and*arme themſclues to 
that purpoſe, ſaying, Take unto you the whole ar- 
mourot God , that ye may be abletoſtand, inthe 
evill diy, andto ſtand perte& in all things, And 
thus you ſce the ſcope, and the occafion of the 
words. 

NowthatTI may goconina method , in the fur- The generall 
ther openingand handling hereof, may it pleaſe 75 *** 
you, to obſerve with me theſe 2 parts. Firſt acon- =. 
flict, Secondly a conqueſt, - 

The conflit in theſe words, #9v fur i milan, WE A Conflict 
wreſtle, _ _— 

The conqueſt in theſe, draxd8rm nr mroniarrt 267 © 
put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
ableto ſtand. In the conflit , note with me theſe 
three things: 1. the combarants. 2.the capſe ofthe 
combate, and 3. thetime, : 

Thecombatants ofthe oneſide as defendants, , 
are we, we wreſtle, Thecombatants of the other The comba- 
ſide, asaſſaylants,arethefleſh, the world , andthe #21*s 9: botk 
Devill,We wreſtle againſt eſh and blood, againſt *** 
28 powers, againſt ſpirituall wic- 
ked . Indeed, the text fauh here- , we wreſtle 
not againſt fleſh & blood,as if rbat were not anaſ- 
ſaylingenemy, Bur the meaningis not ſoz the A- 

B 2 poſtle, 


J, 
Heb.t2.vAt, 


4 The chriſtian Conflift, 

poftle, in ſaying, we wreſtle not againſt Acſh and 
blood, doth not meane,not atall, but not ſo much, 
as Bullinger;notalone, as Calvinand Zanchims up- 
onthe place; not only,as appeares by collation of 
icripture . For in another place, the Apoſtleſairh 
that che fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, Gal.5.17. So 
then, the fleſh, that is, our owne corrupt fleſh and 
blood. And againe, the fleſh, that is, other wicked 
men , whichare fleſh and blood, as we are, theſe 
together with Sathan, here called principalities, 
and powers arethe enemies that we are & com- 
bate with, 

. Thecauſe of the combateis , is ni imvegulor; , #1 
The cauſe of c@leſtibxs,in heavenly things,that is,pro celeſtibus, 
thrcombat. 25 Chryſoſtome,0ecumenius aud yo [us = the 

place. Iludenim inceleſtibus,cſt procoquoa ef pro 
celeflibus, The Engliſh renders #» coleftibus , in 
high places,not in heavely things, but -mis(1.)pla- 
ces: the ſubſtantive, is not in the originall, but on. 
ly the adjeRive,inavegyios(1.) heavenly, lo that we 
may referre the adjetive Celeſtibus , either to 
locts, places, or rebws things, according as our 
Church doth elſewhere, Dominicall Epift, 
* 21. and both true, for it is true, that Sathan, the 
enemy of mankind, fights againſt us in cele#ibus 
locis, in high places,for heis the Prince of the aire. 
Ephef. 2. 2. Andit istrue likewiſe, thathee fights 
againſt us i» celeſtibus rebus, about heavenly 
things,as Gods glory,our owne ſalvation,the gra- 
ces of Gods ſpirit, and eternall happinefle. And 
this, 101 wt ff vietoriam adeptusaliquid conſequa- 
t%7,not trodoe himſclic good, ſed us nes Roy tO 
oe 


4nd Conqueſt. | 675 
doe us hurt, And ſo here, he fights againſt us, 
eeleſtibus,about heavenly things, «t nos «llis poli. 
«t,that he might deprive us ofthem. And this is the 
cauſe of the combate, 

Thetimethereof,is the time preſent,icw iis 3 wala, | | 
ſaith the text, thatis, thereis a wreſtling, ſpeak- The time of 
ing inthe preſent tenſe. Andas there is, fo there the Combare, 
will be, quamdiu nos, & principes tenebrarum, as 
long as the ſervants of God, and ſonnes of Belial, 
the ſeed ofthe woman, and the ſeed of the ſerpent 
doe laſt together,thatis, as long as the world laſts, 
that is the limited time of this combate. And theſe 
be the particulars of the Conflict, : ; 

In the Conqueſt likewiſe we have three things g conquet, 
to conſider, 1. the mcaneshow it is to be obtained, wherin 3 
2. The manner how the ſaid meanes is to bee uſed, "3 
And 3. the motive. The meanes is, the armour of The meanes, 
God. The manner how to uſecit,is to put it on. The 
motive is, that ye. may ſtand. Theſe bee the parts 
and particulars, both of Conflit, and Conqueſt, The motive, 
of which in order. | 

| And firſt of the Conflict, and: therein of the Conti 
combatants, we,iur wv i miay,we wreſtle. We,that Combatants 
is, we that be faithfull in Chriſt Teſus, Epheſ.1,v.1, of the one 
wethatcometo.ſervethe Lord, Ecclus.2.v. 1.ſpe- 
cially we that ſerveatthe Altar, and are the Mini. 
ſters .of Icſus Chriſtzas S. Paul, we muſt wreſtle, 
and fight the Lords battailes againſt his, andour 
.enemies. F 

The condition ofthe children, and ſervants of a Chritians. 
God in this life,is military:y\8>>YRax a warfare life milicarie, 
upon earth, as Job ſaith, c. 7, v. 1, Godthat isa 

_ mat 


2 
The manner. 


AR. 20, : 


6 The chyiftian Conflif, 


man of warre, Exod. 15.3, made man alſoto be- 
a man of warre, Gen. 3. 15. putting enmity be- 
tweene the woman, and the Serpent, and between 
the ſeed of the woman, and the ſeed of the Ser- 
pent, and ſaying, it ſhall breake thy head, and thou 
ſhalr bruiſe his heele. And this breaking and brui. 
ſig, this warring and wreſtling, which the Lord 
did then proclaime berweene the woman and the 
Scerpenr, and betweene her ſeed and his ſeed, hath 
gonealong, and continued to this very day, even 


to us, ſothat nobis Ludta, we wreſtle, 


VVe, all we that have given up our names unto 
Chriſt, andraken the oath ofallegeance unto him, 


' -in-our Baptiſme, and renewed it. by receiving the 


Lords ſupper, and ſo profcfied open hoſtility a- 
e1inſt Satan, the world, andthe fleſh, wee muſt 
wreſtle, Hic inca#tris,ille inroſtris,gn ſcholis, in ne. 
more, in agr0, inpelage , in palatio, hic ferro cor- 


p15, ille animim dolis, hit argutiis linguam, hic pe- 


dibws, ille equo,hic currit ,ille neavigat,omnes mili- 
taxt, as Petrarch hath it, Whoſoever will live god. 


ly in Chriſt, muſt warre with the Dragon, and his 


Angels, Revel. 12. 7.17. © 
Specially if wee bee any thing zealous for the 
Lort of hoaſts,as £t44h,1.Kings 17 or carneſt in 
in Gods cauſe, as $,P4nl, or forward forthe word 
of God, andfor rheteftimony of Iefus Chriſt, as 


|$.lohn,Revel:; 'g,then we muſt looke for ſharpe 


affronts,and hard oppoſitions, harder then if wee 
be remiſſt and carelefle in Gods cauſe. Sathanis no 


| -oppoſer of ſuch aslive ſecurely in their fignes. His 
Mak.q.zy, kingdom is nor flivided againſtit iclte, he is more 
(:i'4 | 


crafty 


—” DTD WWW WW UT R DV RW war =P 


and Conqueſf. 697 
crafty then ſo. His bent is againſt thegood,andthe 
beſt moſt. The greareſt remptation that ever hee 
mad«- was a2ainſt Chriſt, and ſois ſtill againſt 
ood Chriſtians, He will ſiftthcm, Zuk,22,31.they 

(1-1 be ſureto feele his ficry darts,they muſt wre- 
ſtle, 

Y ea,and this wreſtling or Conflict is not a mat- 
ter of (port, as the word man is fometime taken, 
but tuch as maketh the body of him that ſtriveth 
to ſhake againe: nzn enim dicitur quia corpus mentra 
(1) quatitur,The Chriſtians war is a fierce warre, 7 Properties 

Now this being ſo, that our life is a ſouldiours W<*y 0 
life, a warfare uponearth, acontinuall wreſtling —_— 
and fighting with Sathan and his complices; Let ug ſouldiours of 
conſider our calling,and endeavour to walke wor. © Chntt. 


thy of it, in ſhewigg our {clves good ſouldiours 


of Icſus Chriſt, Lctus not thinke it enough to take 
preſſe money ,and to beare the name,and to receive 
the pay of good {ouldiours,but let us approve our 
ſelves ſuch,by our good ſervice, and performance 
ofthe parts of good ſouldiours, and amongſt q- 
ther, in theſe. 

Firſt in forethinking of the Croſſe, and provi-  ,, 
ding forit: Thus a good ſouldiour, hee dothnor 
thinke to liveſtil in garifon ar eaſc: hee thinks of 
ſharpe Conflicts, and hard trialls, and preparcs for 
them, in the day of peace he prepares for batrel], in 
acalme he expects a ſtorme, and ſo muſt wee, for 
faire weather will not laſt alwaycs, 

' Afi as non ſemper fuertt, componite nidss, 

A good {oukilier carerh but lirle torrhe world, 2. 
a0 man that warreth, intangleth himſelfe with the 

things. 


Rf 
\ irgil, 


. 


$- The chriftian Confht, 
things ofthis life, that he may pleaſe him who 
hath choſen him to bee a ſouldiour, ſaith the Apoe 
ſtle, 2. Tim, 2. 4. And ſo,if we befor Chriſts ler- 
vice, we muſt not be for the world, for wee cannot 
ſerve two Maſters, two ſuch contrary comman- 
ding Maſters,as God & Mammon, Mat. 6.24.yea 
ro warrea good warfarc,we muſt abſtaine not on- 
ly from the care of this life, but from every wick- 
Deur. 23+9+ ed thing, ſo ſaith the Lord, when thou gocſt out a- 
gainſt thine enemy to fight,abſtaine from every e. 
villthing. For this weakens us, and turnes God a- 
gainltus, 

v A good fouldiour will endure hardnefle, hard 
Noneft in ter- fare,hard lodging, hard labour: And ſo muſt we, 
—_ if we will approve our ſelves good ſouldiours of 

"Chriſt, wemuſt abate ofour dainty tceding, of 
our ſoft clothing, and lazy living. We muſt mo. 
derate our ſelves of ourtoo many pleaſures, and 
endure hardnefſe. So ſaith the Apoſtle, endure 
hardneſlſe as a good fouldiour of Ieſus Chriſt , 2, 
Tim.2.3.and {o he did himſelte, he was in labours 
abundant 8&c.2.Cor.11,23. and ſo Chriſt our cap- 

. taine he endured thecrofle, Heb.12.1.leaving usan 
example. 

A good ſouldiour will keepe his ranke,knowing 
Ordeeſf# ma- that when the ranks are broken, the victory is in 
fer 0: conſr- hazard: And ſo muſt we, faith the Apoſtle; ler all 
anzium, 4- things be done in order, 1.C07. 14. 40, Letevery 
riſe-polit..2. one abide inthe vocation wherein he is called, x. 

C9r.7. 20. Study to bequict, medling with your 
owne bufines, 1. Theſ.4.11. not with the buſines 
of Princes, and prelats, teaching them what lawes 


and 


and Congqueit,” 679 
and orders to make, thisis to bjeake onr ranke. If 
a more be in'theeye, the feete isfto fir member to 
pull it out, the hand is tgdoe that: Andfoif things 
be amifle in church , 'or common-wealth, private 
men may not preſume tro bee reformers therein; 
they muſt leave that to Moſes and Aaronthe Prince 
and the Prieft,the two hands of the body politick, 
Pſal. 77. 29. 

A good fouldiour wil obey his captaine, and «F, 
doeas he conimands him; ifhe ſay come, hecom- Mat.8.9. 
cth, or goe,& he goerh, or doe this, ah hedoth it, ern. 
{o the Centurions ſervant, and the ſouldiers of A- verhun ins 
{exander, as Curtius writes. And ſo we;it we will © ” —_— 
approve oiirfelves good ſouldiours'of Chriſt, wee 
mnſt obey his commands, in comming , going, 
and doing as he bids us. If we be his {ervans wee 
muſt obey him, for his ſervants we are, to whom 
we obey. Rom, 6.16. IT CLE 

A good ſouldiourthe more truſt is committed 6. 
to him, and the more he is advanced by his ſove- 
raigne Lordaboye others, the more carefull he is 
to approve himſclfe well in his place. Thus Nehe. 
»ish,fhall fucha man as1 flye?a man'fe honored, 
ſo advanced above others; ſhalt 1 fo much forget 
my Lord, and the truſt which he hath committed 
ro me, as to finneagainſt him 2- I will never doe it, 
Andſo'we, the mote honour, the better place,and .;. 
the greater: pay wee have, the more faichtull wee 
ſhould be, for to whom, much is given, of them 
much is required. Luk. 12.48; n 

” Agoodfoildiour will bee helpfil-ro his fel- , -; 
low'ſouldiours.-It is reported of Tr4jen,-thar hce h 
' C would 


6g0 The chriftian Conflits, 
F- <:4%. Wouldcutin peeces his own garments, rather there 
| NE Trejes. his ſouldiours ſhould want a raggeto bind up their 
wounds: And {ſo if wee will approve our ſelves 
good ſouldiours of Chrift,we muſt helpe and ſuc- 
Rom.12-13- COUr ONE another. We muſt diſtribute to the ne. 
Gal.6.2:1® cefficy:of the Saints; and helpe to beare one ano- 
thers burden, as the Apoſtle faith , wee muſt doe 
good toall, ſpecially torhem of the houſhould of 
faith; and among them to your faithfull Mini- 
ſters and preachers. fIndeed having food and rai. 
ment,we onght therewith to be contented, as the 
:.Tim.6.»,8,' Apoſtle faith. And food we have , that are called 
tothis place, and wee thanke you for it, But rai- 
ment, (x. )a gowne we want , weare faine to ſeeke 
for, and ſometime to: goe without, at leaft tobee 
content with that which is not fit. If this defeR be 
for wantof information , 1 pray take this. Having 
gone through with the weightier matters, doe not 
Ricke at the leaſt: without apy more adoe, afford I 
pray you,your tellow ſouldiour, a coate fit for his 
place.) 

.. A good ſouldiour is watchfull: to foreſee dan. 
gers, togive warningthereof unto others, and 
withall rtoprevent them as. muchas he may: And 
ſo we muſt have the eye of our minds alwayes a- 
wake to ſeeand obſerve what particular temprati- 
ons doe ariſe againſt us,cither trom withinorfrom 

Mak.13.33- without. Thus ſaith our Savious often, watch. And 
my ſothe Apoſtle, be ſober and watch, beCEauſe your 
adverſary the Devill, as a roaring Lion , walketh 
about, ſceking whom he may devoure, 1.Pef.5.8, 

Y A good ſquldiour, will fortiie himſelfe there 

| moſt, 


end Coyqueſt. ax 
moſt , where hee thinks the enemy will make his 
greateſt aſſault, And now Sathan our deadly enemy 
kbours moſt to overthrow our faith, and to op. | pa 
poſcthe Scripturewhichisthe word of Faith, Hee 32. 
labours ſpecially to ſhake our faith, ſoſaicth Chriſt, ,&o"5- 
Sathan hathdelired ro winnow your faith. And * 
this, becauſe ir is the ſpeciall gift of Gods ele, 
Ti; 1.1. The mother grace, the ground of obedi- 
ence, of feare, of joy, our choiceſt weapon, even 
our ſhield and buckler, the victory whereby wee 
overcome, 1. 7oh.5. Hee endeavours likewiſe with 
grear earneftneſſero oppoſe the word of God, and 
rocall in queſtion the trurh thereof, and to bring 
it out of credit. Thus he dealt in tempting of Eve, 
ſaying, hath God ſaid ye ſhall nog eat of eyery tree 
inthe garden, leaſt ye dye? he knew God had faid 
it, dnJchat in the day they ſhould eat thereof, they 
ſhoulddye. And yet hee labours to make them G*2.3-1-3-4- 
doubt of that truth, which hee and they knew too 
well. Andſoagaine in tempting of Chrift, where- 
as Godthe Father ſaid, This is my beloved Sonne, 
in whom I am well pleaſed. Sathan hee comes Mu.z.17, 
with his, Ifthou be the Son of God, and ſowould ©+ 
make a doubt of ir. 

Knowing then what Sathan and his agents la. 
bour moſt, even tocall into queltion thetruth of 
Gods word, and to overthrow our faith therein, 
thereletus fortific our ſelves moſt; ſeeing there he 
III thither let us bring our greateſt 

th; 
A good fouldiour will rightly diſcerne betwixt 


the head of the body, and other inferiour parts, ſo 
| C2 that 


- 
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thatifhe put any to the hazard, hee will put thoſe 
thatareleſſeprincipall. But as forthe head, which 


: likethe tower of David,hathaſuperintendency a- 
 bove the reſt, this he will be ſure to ward, 


1.loh., 11, 1 2, 


Mat, 10, 16, 


- Andſoaboveall, weemult bee ſureto looke ro 
ou: head Chriſt Teſus, that he be not wounded: 
ſpccially that he be not put downe, and deprived of 
his k:»g1y ,prieſtly, and propheticall office , by that 
man oft f{nne, the Sonne of perdition , who oppo- 
ſeth and exalteth himſelfeabove all that is called 
God, or is worſhipped. The head, as Plato ſayes,is 
the ſcat of life, and being, But certaine it 1s, in 
Chriſt the head ot the Church, and of our faith, 
is life, and eternal! life,as the Apoſtle ſaith. In him 
islifc, and no whereelſe to bee had, according to 
that of the ſame Apoſtle, heethat hath the Sonne 
Fra life,and he that hath not the Sonne, hath nog 
— SY | 

I ſay then with our Saviour , bee wiſe as Ser. 
pents, inſ{aving the head, fortherein their chifeſt 
wiſdome conſiſts, as Pliny writes. This is the.ſire 
hold, zx capite, to hold the head Chriſt. Bur alas 
there bee too many now-adayes that doe not hold 
this head.Of this ſort are they who worſhip Saints 
and Angels,asthe Apoſtle ſaith, Colo. 2. 18. Spe- 
cially thoſe 2ui Mariam Virginem Chriito ip- 
{f anteponunt , dum eam ſic inclamant,yoga patrem, 
jube natum, jure matris impera, Item dum ei efi- 
theta Chriſto propria attribuunt, dicentes, felix Cali 
porta, item regina miſericordie vita & ſpes noſtra, 
ec 

Theſe doe not hold the. head, and ſo gon. not 

| ew 


on 
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ſhew themſelves wiſe ſouldiours , not ſo wiſe as 
Serpents in their kind, 

A good ſouldiour will ſet upon his enemies he- 
times, while he is in his beſt ſtrength, in the ſpring 
of his youth,and cannot deferre it till the winter of 
old age, And ſo muſt we, to approve our felues 
good ſouldiours, we muſt reſiſt the Devill and his 
remptations, while our power is at the beſt ,and 


not put it off till we be old, and decrepit.T#rpe ſe- Ovid, 


nexmiles;Old decrepit men arenot brtor the field, 
A man upon his deach-bed is-not fir to maſtera 
Giant, And no more isa man ſo fit to fight with a 
Dwagonand his Angels, the Devill and his Com- 


plices, when his power is at the weakeſt, I ſay Ecclef. 12.1, 


then with the wiſe man, remember thy Creator in 
the dayes of thy youth, before theold and evill 
dayes come, or the yeares draw. nigh, whenthou 
wilt ſay, haue no pleaſure inthem, Serthy lelfeto 
wreſtle againſt thy. adverſaries, when Kings goe 
forth to warre,that is,at the begining of the yeare, 
in the Prime of thy time,before Sathans temprarti- 
ons by continuance get ſtrength, andthy power 
is leſſened. . 

A good ſouldiour will have ſpeciall care to 
lrengthen himſelfe where heis weakeſt,and there 
to lay moſt matter of defence. . And fo it is wil- 
dome for us to obſerve our owne weakneſle, and 
perſonall corruptions, and there. to fortific our 
ſelves; Though there be inevery one of us the [eed, 
and ſpawne of all fianes , yet there is none buris 
more proneto ſome one inne then to another, As 


2.Sam. 11,2; 


{ome to walke after the fleſh, asthe two Iudges of Suſanna, . 
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Ivdith c,12, 
20. 

Dan. 5.2, 
Ia, 36.4. 


13. 


24, 


15, 


x4 The chriſtian Conflict, 
Iſrael. Others to lovethe preſent world,as Demas. 
Others to overcharge themſelves with ſurfering 


 &drunkenneſle, as Holofernes & Balthazar.Others 
to {weare and blaſphcame Gods name, as Rabſha- 


keh &c, Whatſocver our weakneſle & perſonall in- 
firmity is, let us obſerve itand there lay moſt mat- 
ter of defence,ſo that we may beable ro ſay with 
David, T have eſchued minc owne wickednefle, 
Pſal.18.23. | 
A good ſouldiour willendeavour to repell,& to 
withſtad the firſt aſſaulfofrhe enemy,& nor ſuffer 
him to come to ſcale the wall, or into the Market 
place , with purpoſe to drive him out againe., He 
willkcepe him out without bullets reach if he can: 
And ſomuſt we,if wee be wiſe, wee muſt reſiſt the 
firſt motions of fiance and Sathan, and'beate backe 
the firſt aſſault, wee muſt breake the head of the 
Serpent, hit Go/i4h in the forchead, treade downe 
finne inthe ſhell, and daſh Sathans brood againſt 
the ſtones while their arc infants. Sathan is more 
eaſily driven back at the firſt, then afterwards, 
therefore principys obſta, put backthe firſt aſſault, 
A good ſouldiour will command more with a 
veri, thenan #o. As Cicero reporrs of Cxſar,to his 
cternall praife, that is, more by patterne, then by 


precept: And ſoto prove our ſelves good ſouldi- 


ours of Ieſus Chriſt , wee muſt not only callupon 
others,doing nothing our ſelves ; but we muſt call 
by our own forwardnesand example, which is the 


-{trongeſt authority and the moſt perſuafiveargu- 


ment, | | 
A good ſouldiour is not aſhamed to weare his 
Captaincs 
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captaines colours; or to contefſe his name; or of 
wounds which he hath received in his ſervice:And 
ſo to prove our ſelves fathfull ſervants and ſoul- 
dicrs of Chriſt , wee muſt not be aſhamed to con- 
f. ſſe the faith of Chriſt crucified , or of his livery 
and cognizance, which is the hearing of his word, 
and receiving of his Sacraments,or of ſuffering for 
his names fake, The Prophet David did profeſle 
to ſpeake of Gods teſtimonies before Kings, and 
not to be aſhamed. Pſal.119.5. Pavl laid tothe Ro. 
mans,that he was not afhamed of the Golpell, Rowe. 
I.16. orof ſuffering affliions for preaching the 
Goſpell 2.7im.1. 12. neither may we; if any man 
{uffer as a Chriſtian, let him not bee aſhamed, but 
let him glorify God on this behalfe, 1.Per.4.16. 
A good fouldiour is primwus #npralio, and poſtre- 
wws in fuga, as itis faid of Xerxes,thatis , the firſt 
inthe fight,and the laſt inthe fight. Nay hce will 
not flyeat all, except his captaine ſound a retraite, 
or otherwiſe command him, knowing that there is 
Martiall law ,' preſent death, it hee ſhould doe ſo: 
And ſo ifwe will approve our ſelves good ſouldi- 
ours of Chriſt, wee muſt bee ready,& forward to 
fight under his banner againſt fanne, the world,and 
the Devill. We muſt be forward 8 continue faith- 
full inthe fighr,& that untothedeath, Thus S.7aul, 
he fought the good fight and finiſhed his courſe. 


2.Tim.4.7.And ſo muſt we, Oui fugit huic merit pini corner 
»ulla corona datar.If any man draw back, my ſoule opus. 


ſhallhaveno pleaſure in him, faith the Lord , Heb, 
10.38.Thereis noſafery in flying; hereis no peece 
of armour appointed for the back-inallthis Pano- 
ply, 


if, 
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">: Ply, but only for the fore-parts; to ſignify that we, 
"3 E.” ; ſhould not ſike thoſe of Ephraim, turne our backs 
| inthe day of battcll, bur looke our enemics in 
the face, and, as the Namantere, rather dye then 
flyc, f | 
"A good ſouldiour will take ſpeciall notice of 
: his chiefeſt enemies, and bend himſelfe moſt a- 
gainſtthem. For though in battells rhey fight a- 
oainſt the whole army, yer ſpecially againſt the 
head and Generall. Thus the King of S7r/4, being 
to fight with anarmy of the 1ſraelites , at Ramorth 
Gilead, hee commanded his thirty and two cap- 
taines Which had rule over his charets, ſaying, 
fight neither with ſmall nor great, but only with 
the King of Iſreel,x.Kings 22, 31, And thus muſt 
wein our ſpirituall warfare, we muſt fight againſt | 
the whole army offinne , bur ſpecially againſt the 
King,and ruling finne, againſt chiefe leaders of fin, 
* thoſe beingtaken,the reſt will never ſtand. If Holo- 
fernes belaine, his ſouldiours will lye. Iudith c. 
I5. 1,12. If the ſheapheard beeonceſtrucke, the 
ſheep will ſoone be ſcattered, Mat .26.31. 
Combatans Neither need we rogoe farre, to take a view of 
of the adverſe gur chiefer enemies, Here they are neare at hand, 


pit-3* perſonatcd, anddeciphered unto us, in number 
three,in quality moſt notorious, 
: The firſt,thatenters the lift, is veg, az23,fleſh 8& 


The fleſh. blood,or blood and fleſh, as the originall runnes. 
T hat is,that corruption of nature, which hath de- 
filed both body and ſoule, being ſpread and mixt, 
with every part of both,evenas the light mingled 
with darkneiſc , in the rwwy-light, or dawning of 

the - 
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the day. This corruption and depravedneſſe of na. - 
ture, here called fleſh & blood, is one of the chiefe - 
enemies , that we have to-combate, and wreſtle 
with in this world.Indeed, the Apoſtle here, doth 
prefixe a0 to this, ſay ing;vx #5 uri man wes ciua 
that is, we wreſtle not againſt fleſhand blood, But 
this 20z,is not to be underſtood, ſimply , as :z9t at 
all, but not only, (as is ſaid before) our owne cor- 
rupt nature is one, but not our only enemy, It is one 
of our enemies, ſo faith the Apoſtle , the carnall 
mind is enmity againſt God, Rom. 8. 7.it luſteth 
againſt the ſpirit, Galat. 5.171 rebelleth againſt 
the law of the mind, Rom.7 . 23+ 24+. Leta man but 
will that which is good, andevill is preſent with 
him; as the Apoſtle ſaith, Rem.7.21. Ifaman have 
a mind to pray,or topraile God,to give, orto for. 
give, todoe, or toſuffer any thing according to 
Gods will,the corrupt fleſhis ready tocontrary it, 
and toſay with the ſluggard , yet alittle ſleepe, a p,ov.gy. ro: 
little llumber,a little folding of the handstoſleep, 
ortoſay as Peter did to Chriſt ſpeaking of his 
death,this be farre from thee, this ſhall notbe unto 
thee, Mat.16.22. 
A mans owne heart is asatch a'traytor,asany he 
ſhall meet withall,and as dangerous; and the more, 
becauſe he is not a forraine but an home-bred ene- 
my,fighting not as atall fouldiour, butas a cratty 
traytor rebelling againſt the ſpirit; like Dalzlah in 
Sampſons bolome, or Indas in Chriſts company; 
like the moth in thegarment,it is bred in us} and 
dayly cheriſhed by us,and yet frets and deſtroyes 


us. The heart is deccitfull above all things , as the 
D Prophet 


ry 
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Prophet ſaith, 7er.17, 9. Y ea more deccitfull then 
Sathan himſelfe in ſome reſpe@ , for our owne 
hearts can deceive us of themſelves , without Sa- 
than : but not Sarhan without our hearts. Nems 
Leditur niſi 4 ſeipſo, isa true ſaying. There is no 
miſchiefe that we fall into, but we ourſelves are at 
leaſt coadjutive cauſes and doe helpe to further the 
matter, Indeed Sathan is asthe father begetting, 
but our corrupt heart is as the mother conceiving, 
and bringing forth ſinne. Sathan the father of fin, 
could doe nothing without this Mother. The Dg- 
villcannot prevaile againſt us but by the helpe of 
our owne corruption; he might ſtrike fire long c- 
nough,cre there would bee any burning, did not 
we find him tinder. Grande malum voluntas propria, 
as Bernard ſaith,Ser. 71.in Cant. a mans worſt foes 
are they of his own houſhold,of his own boſome, 
evenhis owne naughty heart and corrupt affecti. 
ons, Every man is'tempted by his owne con. 
cupiſcence as the Apoſtle ſaith , 1am. 1.14. This 
Carticth thechiefcſt ſtroke in our ſtones, The De- 
vell hath sſtutiam ſaadendi,a perluading ſlight, but 
he hath not potentiamcogenat, an inforcing might, 
as S. Auguſt, in Pſal, 91. He cannot make us finne 


Igdges 14.18, 48Ainſt our wills,it hee plow not with our heifer, 


he can get noadvantage over us. 

Behold then and conſider, who is your enemy, 
itis notſo mucha forrain , as a domeſtick foe, a 
mans foes arc they of his owne houſhould, the 


. head-ſtrong paſſions,and the unruly affeions of 


our owne corrupt hearts,arethe greateſt enemies 
that weeare to wreſtle with. Wee wreſtle againſt 
fcſh and blood. | Now 


” 


nn 
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Notv knowing. this to bee ſo, let us put this 
knowledg in pradtiſe, knowledge without practiſe 
is nothing worth,zgnz faturw, it is like the blazing 
lampe of the fooliſh virgins , that could not light 
them to the Bridegroomes chamber,it will doe no ,,,  _ 
o00d unlefſe weedoe thereafter, Letus doethen, io, 
Which isthus. 

Firſt in regard that fleſhand blood, that is, our 7 Things to 
corruptnature, is an enemy of ours, hereby ler us >* 49n< by 
learne totake heed of our ſelves. Ita rave t1bi ut c4- theflethis an 
veas teipfum, is the counſell of the wile, that is, ſo dverſary of 
take heed to thy ſelfe of other enemics , as that *** 
thou take heed of thy ſelfe as an enemy. A we, me 
ſalve,D omine, wasthe prayer of S. Auſtine, thatis, 
from mine owne ſelfe, good Lord deliver me. And 
ſo we had need to pray; for our owne hearts, 
though they would bee taken for our familiar 
friends, yetthey will deceiveus, if wee takenot 
heed,as they did the Gentiles, Rom. 1. 22. Yea and Quung in- 
though wee reſiſt never ſo much , yettheſe decei. gredimur /e- 
vers will ſtick cloſe to us, and follow us at all 7,3”, 
times, inall places, upon all occafions, ſtill ready e4ibu,uns b- 
furniſhed with deceitto beguile us. And therefore #it> uns come- 
let no man repoſe too much confidence in his — 
owne heart. He that truſteth in his owne heart is a 
foole, faith Solomon, Prov.28.v,.26, 

Secondly, hereby let us learne not to bee over. , 
forward inconlulting with fleſh and blood, when 
any thing is tobe done. Willa King counſell with 
atraytor, whom heknowes to bee-ſs? This were 
to ruinate himſelfe, and his kingdome. Will any 
man goe to ſucha Lawyer , whoſe counſell hee 
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2 1.Kings I 24vs 


I ©. 


i,Cor:13.y, 
3 3, 


knowesto be meere deceit and coufenage ? That 
were to overthrow himſelfe and his cauſe. Now 
the fleſh isatraytor, and ſeekes thy deſtruction. A 
deceiver that gives ill counſell , as the young men 
to Rehoboam,Conſulrnotthen with it , in nothing 
follow the counſell of the fleſh. But as $, Paul 
wherrhee was to goe to Hieruſalem , to take upon 


him the calling-of an Apoſtle , did not conſult 


with fleſh and blood, as himlelfe faith , Gal.r.16.. 
So when any thing is to be done, be not over-tor- 
ward to conſult with fleſh and blood, but with 
Gods ſpirit,in Gods word,for the wiſdome ofthe 
ſpirit is life and peace, Rowm,8.6. 

And ſolikewiſe , when any matter of faith and 
religionis propoſed,and comes ro be weighedand 
embraced; Weigh it not inthe ballance of humane 
reaſon, butin the ballance ofthe ſanQuary, that is 
the word of God , leane not too. much to your 
owne underſtanding and judgement in theſe 
matters. For what good judgement is to bee 
expected of one that is an enemy to goodneſic ? 
and ſuch is the carnall mind, an enemy , yea enmi-» 
ty againſt God; it is not {ubjzeR; to the will of 
God, neither indeed can bee, Rom. 8. 7. it 
perceiveth not thethings ofthe ſpirit, 1.Cor.1.14- 


Men that are dimme-fighted, and cannot diſcerne - 


without ſpectacles, it they bee put to deſcry a 
thing a farre off,the moſt of them would bee of di- 
verſe opinions of it; And men enlightned and re- 
generated in this life,doe bur ſcein a glafle darkly. 
Butthe naturall man ſecrh nor, neither can hee diſ- 
cerneatall the things of the ſpirit, I ſay then with 

F Solomos, 
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Folomen , leane not to your owne underſtanding; P:ov. 


ſpecially in matters of rcligion. Bee not wiſe 1n 
your owne conceits, leaſt in ſecking to bee wiſe, ye 
become fooliſh,as the Gentiles, Row. 1.22, 
Fourthly,becauſe fleſh & blood isan adverſary 
of ours, boaſt not neirher bragge*of your owne. 
200d nature, Isthere any good in fighting. againſt 
the ſpirit of God? ;nhindring and ſtriving to ſup- 
preſſe all good motions. And this is all that the 
fleſh doth. This is the. condition of our owne na- 
ture; forif webelieve & confeſſe Chriſt,no thanks 
to our good nature, for fleſh; and blood harh nor 
revealed this unto us, as Chriſt told Peter, Max. 
16,17.I1f we haue any good in us, we arenot deb- 
tors tothe fleſh for it,as S. Part ſaith, Rom.$.12.Let 
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not any then glory of: their owne good nature, ter.g,y. :3, 


but hee that glorieth , let him glory in the Lord, 
from whom commethevery good aad perfcct gift, 
lam. 1.17. | 

Further , becauſe fleſh blood.is an enemy, let 
no man bragge and prate too much of his gen- 
try , and parentage , beit never ſo great. For what 
doe we derive from. our natural parents, bee they 
never ſo great and famous in their generations? 
Nothing but fleſh & blood:for that which is borne 
ofthe fleſh is fleſh, 10h. 3. 6: Andthe fleſh without 


a regencration is bur a rebel, Roms. 7. 23. ſay not Mat3-1.9. 


then,yee have Abraham to your father unleſte yee 
doe the works-of Abraham, boaſt not of great 
blood, unleſle it be great and good: corrupt fleth 
and blood, ſuchas every mans 1s by nature, being 


conceived in finne and brought forth in iniquity, Pal. 51,v.s, 
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cannot inheritthe kingdom of heaven,neither doth 
corruption inherit incorruption, 1.Cor.15.50,We 
muſt be borne againe, having our old corruption 
| done away,and new grace reſtored , before wee 
' Nobiliras /6- Can ſeethe kingdome of heaven, 1oh.3.3. theretore 
le off 14, gaudeant bene nati,quanao renati. Let no man boaſt 
unica 1. of his birth,cxcept it be his new birth, for therein is 
the true nobility, 

6, Againe,in regardthat fleſh and blood is an ene. 
my of ours, hereby ler us learne notto feed & pam. 
pcrour ſelves bytoo much eating and drinking, or 
ſoft clothing:but to beat down the body, 8 to keep 

Cor. 9427+ jt inſubjection,as the Apoſtle did: plaine fare, and 
courle aray is good enough foran enemy. Bread 
and water is ſufficient, if not too much for him 
now and then. We miſtake our ſelves too much, 
when wee are ſo carefull for our bodies, ſaying, 
what ſhall wee eat? and what ſhall wee drink? and 
wherwith ſhall wee be clothed?For in ſo doing, we 
doe as the 1ſraelites did with the Canaanites,cven 
nouriſha ſnake in our own boſome. We ftrengthen 
our enemy to cut our owne throates, For our fleth 
is of a flaviſh diſpoſition, If a ſlave be well uſed;he 
will grow ſaucy,and malepert : heethar bringeth 
up his ſervant delicatly, hee will bee as his ſonne, 
as Solomon ſaith, Prov. 2.21. Nay hee will overtop 
him,as Ieroboam did Rehoboam. This flave then,the 
fleſh, muſt have a ſtraight hand overir, wee muſt 
keepehim ſhort, if wee deale wiſely, ſpecially wee 
muſt make no proviſion tor the fleſh, to fulfill the 
luſt thereof, that is the counſell ofthe Apoſtle, 
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Laſtly , becauſe the fleſh is an enemy that wee 
muſt wreſtle with, beſeech you,with the Apoſtle, 
toabſtaine from fleſhly luſts, which fight againſt 
the ſoule,r.Pet.2.11. what thoſe _ luſts are, 
the Apoſtle ſets downe , Galat. 5.19.laying, the 
works of the lcſhare theſe,adultery,fornicatio &c, 
But there are ſome fleſhly luſts which fight a- 
eainſt the ſoule in a ſpeciall manner, which I be- 
{eech you to abſtaine trom. And namely theſe, fu- 
ry, fornication, drunkennefle, gluttony, avarice, 
idleneſſe, pride: fury fights againſt the ſoule likea 
mad Turke;z the furious mans execrable oaths 
arc ſo many ſcabbs to the ſoule : fornication like 
treacherous 7oab,and falſe hearted 1#das doth kiſſe 
to kill: drunkennes is the maſter-gunner,that ſets all 
on fire:Gluttony will ſtand for a corporall: Avarice 
willſtand fora ptoner: Idlenes for a gentleman of 
company:And pride muſt be the captaine, Alltheſe 
are {ore enemies to the ſoule,moſt deadly enemies; 
to bee carnally minded is death , Roms, 8. 6. Ler 
us then carcfully looke to them,and wreſtle againſt 
them , and endeavour ro withſtand them. Doe 
this , and ſhew your ſelves courageous indeed; for, 
Fortior eſt qui ſe, quam qui fortiſſtma wvincit 
Ma&riaghe that is flow to anger, is better then the 


mighty,hethat ruleth his ſpirit,then he tharcoque-. 


retha city, Prov. 16.32.Agatne doc this,and doe all 
other commandements, eventhe hardeſt. The hear- 
deſt thing in the judgment of Ceſar, is ſeipſum vin. 
cere,for a man to overcome himlelte; ſo that Turc 
omniajura tenebs, cum poteris Rex eſſe tui. Finally 
doe this,and ye arc made,made kings to Gol, Re - 
, 
Vets 
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vel. 1.6.kings of greatrule. 

Latins regnes avidum domands 

Sprritum, quam fi Libiam remots 

Gadibus jungas, & uterg, Ren 

Serviet unt. 

Of greater rule,thenif thou hadſt the heathen to 
thine inheritance, and the-.uttermoſt” parts of the 
carth, ro thy poſleſſion, 

But aretheſe all the enemies that we have,to wre. 
ſtle with? not{o, This is but one captaine, with 
his company, even theflcſh, with the unruly aftc- 
Eions thereot. 

There is another enemy, which wee have to 
wreſtle, and tocncounter with, that is, the world, 
Mundus immudusthe uncleane,unbelicving world, 
with thetemprations,and allurements thereof, For 
we wreſtle notagainſt leſhand blood only,that is, 
our owne flcth and blood. Bur againſt fleſh and 
blood, tha is, gther wicked men, which arc fleſh 
and blood, as we are. 

The wicked world is another enemy, that we, 
and all other chriſtiansareto wreſtle with. Of this 
our Saviour ſpeakerh, ſaying, the world hatcth 
you, 10h.15.19. In the world yeſhall have tribu- 
lations. And ſodoth the Apoſtle, ſaying, inthe 
world thereare many adverſaries, 1, Cor. 16.9. 
Thereareſome violent,as perſccuting Emperours : 
Others fraudulent, aSſubtill Herericks, A third 
both viglent & fraudulent, as peſtilent Antichriſt s, 


The army of inthe kthgdome of Popery , where the temporal] 
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power, and the ſpirituall arc joyned together , a- 
gainſt all chat is called God, as Luther hathit, Loc. 
Coms 
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Com. Tit. de perſecntione vere Eccleſie, | 

The army wherewith the world fights againſt aquins 
the faithfull ſervants, and ſouldiours of Chriſt,con- prime _ ? 
ſiſts of two wings,as Aquinas notes, One'ts the wing TR 
of adverſity, ontheleft hand, Andthe otheris the 
win of proſperity onthe right, By the wing of ad. 
. verfity., the wicked of the world doe ſet upon the 
Chriſtian ſouldiours,diverſe wayes. As ſometime in 
their body, ſometime in their goods, and ſometime 
intheir good name. And in all, many times, they 
givethem the foile, provoking them, and ſometime 
prevailing with them to forget their vow, and pro- 
miſe with God;and to make ſhipwrack of faith and a 
good conſcience, By the wing of adverſity Pleudo- 
apoſtles were overcome;even for feare of perſecu. .;,. 40M 
tion for the croſle of Chriſt , and ſo was Peter alſo, Galar.6.rz, 
when he denyed his Maſter, Mat. 26. | 

Bur for one that falls by the onſet of adverſity , on 
the left hand,athouſand more are 'overthrowne by 
the incurſton of proſperity on rhe right. By this Ba- 
laam was overcome, who lovedthe wages ofunrigh- 
teouſneſſe, 2. Pet, 2.15, By this Demas was over- 
throwne, who torfookethe Apoſtle Paul, for love 
ot the preſent world, 2, Tim. 4.10. yeaand by this 
David was foyled, whom greivous adverſity in the 
dayes of Sax/,could not overcome. 1.Sam,11.2.And 
hereby alſo many are foyled inthele dayes. Worldly 
hopes havedrawne many fromthe finccrity of re- 
ligion, whom outward violence could. not move. 
The ſunſhine of proſperity; hath made many to un. 
button,and tounlaſe themſelves, whom the ſtorme 
of adverſity madetogird up their loynes. As thoſe 
women of /rael ſang of David,and Saul, by way of 

E | 


joy 


4 2 6. The chriſtian Conflif?, 
L.Sam. 18.7. Joy and gratulation,ſaying,Savt hath flaine his thou- 
b " ſands, and David his tenne thouſands: ſo wee may 
truly ſing,ot theſe two, by way of mourning,and la- 
- anda obj. MENation, ſaying, adverſity hath ſlaine thouſands, 
© det me utring, proſperity tenne thouſands. So that looke wee on 
— & per 4%®- what fide wewill;either the lett fide of adverſity or 
| Low: {: ror- the right ſide of proſperity, Retiawvides, quecung, vi- 
poris ſenſu, des, Wee ſhall find that wee walke in the middeſt of 
ſagitr ſo" ſnares,as the wiſeman ſaith, Ecclus. 9. 13. we ſhall 
Bern. me- bcſure to findethe world an enemy,at all hands, 
—_ What ſhall we doe thenin this caſe? My adviſe 
5 Things co and counlcll herein, is that of the Apoſtle, love not 
be done, be- the world, neither the things of the world. 1. 10h. 2, 
oF pr I5. Andthatof Chriſt, take heed leaſt at any time 
world, your hearts bee overcharged with the cares of this 
| life, Z#4,21.34. ſhould a man deſire much to cat of 
choaking fruits? And ſuch are the cares of the world, 
they choake the word, Mat. 13.22. ſhould a man cx- 
cefſively love that, which will doc him much harme,, 
pricke as thornes, and pierce with many ſorrowes? 
:.Tim.6.9. And loe,ſ{oir is with thoſethat love the world, they 
—_ pierce themſelves with many ſorrowes , as the Apo- 
ſtle ſaith, they fall into many temprations,and ſnares, 
and into many fooliſh and hurtfull luſts, which 
drowne them in perdition and deſtrution. Thar 
which 1 ſaid before then, ſay againe with the Apo- 
ſtle,love not the world, neither the things of this 
world. Raiſe your affeionsfrom things that are on 
carth,and ſet them on things above. Some will ſa 
with the Phariſees, that they will love their friend, 
and haretheirenemy. Make that good in this, and ye 
doe well, for the world is an cnemy, that wee ſhould 


hate, and not love, 
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Secondly , becauſe the world is an enemy, won® «us FP 
dernot ifgood men bee not much reſpected, and re. %y 
garded in the world, as other men are; marvaile not 
if the world hate you, $. John ſaith: oritye ſee good [1997 3+ 
men, and good things oppoſed, and keept downe: © 
Is itany wonder to {ce one enemy oppole and keepe 0deruzr bile» = 
down another?rto ſeerighteouſnes & unrighteouſnes, GE how þ, 
Chriſtand Belial, light and darknefſe at diſcord and sedarum cele- 
diſagreements?ſurely no.Oderunt hilarem triſtes &c, "© agile | 
Contrary diſpoſitions, havealwayes occaſioned con. jj, Hirar. 
tentious oppoſitions, Andtherefore I ſay with the A- (ib.1.9p;4.r9% 
poſtle,thinkeit nor ſtrange concerning the fiery tri- 
all, marvaile aot if the world hate you, 1.Pet.4.12. 

Thirdly becauſe the world is an enemy, remem. z;. 
bernotto be roo converſant with the wicked there- 
of,as with idolaters, fornicators, drunkards, ſwea- 
rers,or any wicked perſons. Should a man defirethe 
company of his enemies? And ſuch aretheſe,8& all o. 4% Ser.87. 
ther workers of iniquity,yea 224jores ſunt inimict mo. 
res pravi,qua hoſtes infeſtt,chere are none more dead- 
ly encmics then ill company. Avoidthen, have nofel- epheſ.5.v. rr. 
lowſhip withthe unfruittull works of darkneſſe: Re- 
meberthat there muſt bealwayes enmirybertweenthe 
ſeed ofthe woman, & the ſeed of the ſerpent, Gez.z. 

Moreover, becauſe the world is an adverſary of 
ours,let us not build our faith upon the judgment or 
example of the world: ſhould we build our taith and 
{alvation uponthe word and example of an enemy ? 
Andloe, tuchistheworld, anenemy, yea, and a 
tooletoo,ſo faiththe Apoſtle, The wiſdome of this 
world is fooliſhnefſe before God, 1.Cor,1.10.1et no 
manthen build his faith and ſalvation upon it: bur 
uponthe foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Eph. a. 29. 

:. "oi that 
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thatis,uponTeſus Chriſt, for other foundationcanno 
wanlay,, to make ſure work, 1.Cor.3.11.heeisthe 
foundation of foundations , he is the ſure rock, the 
the chiefe corner ſtone,elect, precious, on whom he 
that believeth, ſhall not be confounded, x . Pex. 2. 6. 
c_—_— the world is an enemy, wreſtling a- 
gainſt us;let us likewiſe wreſtle againſt it. If an inva- 
ding enemy be ler alone, and no oppoſition made a. 
gainſt him,he will quickly overrunne all, and bring 
all under him. We muſt looke to itthen, how-we ler 
the world runne on in errours,in prophanenefle,in all 
kind of impicty, and irreligiouſneſſe. Specially you 
that bee the champions of the Lord of hoaſts, the 
charrers of /ſzael , and the horſe-men thereof, the 
Miniſters of God to take vengeance on them 
that docevill, you muſt looke rot, that ye beare 
not the ſword in vaine,but that yetruly, and indiffe- 
rently miniſter juſtice, tothe puniſhment of wicked- 


nefſe and yice,and to the maintenance of Gods true: 


religionand virtue. Inthe entrance of your profeſſi- 
on,you have proclaimed, and vowed warre againit 
the world, witnefſe your Baptiſme , doe not prove 
runnagate ſouldiours, and Apoſtates, in leaving 


Chriſts colours, to follow.the-world , away with 


{uch perfidiouſneſſe, bee fairhfull,bee merr of your 
words,and fight manfully under Chrifts banner , a- 
gainſt this preſent evill world. | 
This isa hard ſervice indced;to wreſtle and fight, 
contra gentes, againſt a world 'of wickedneſſe. But 
yer we muſt ſettoit, and verifietheſe words with 
our practiſe,that we wreſtle,if wee will approve our 
ſelves,the true ſervants,and ſouldiours of Chriſt. 
Yeaand we hayea harder ſervice thenall this yer, 
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Even aſervice againſt principalities, and powers, a. The third 


oainſt the Rulers of the darknefle of this world , a. adverianie a 
gainſt ſpirituall wickedneſlc in high places, Thar is, —_ ws 
ina word, againſt the Devill. 2«em Apoſtolns his © 
luribus epithets inſignit , whom-the Apoſtle here 
doth ſet forth by many names, and titles, wt zxtell;. 
ant leftores, quam non ſit hoſts ille contemnendus, 
laith Calvin, that the readers might know, that he is 
not an enemy tobe ſleighted at, buta chiefe,and an 
arch enemy,for ſoit is, he is 84«3z3s, theenemy as he is 
_—y way ofeminence, Mat. 13.25. he is Cory. 
phews, the chicte captaine and _—_— of all for- 
ces againſt us. As forthe fleſh and the world, qui no- 
bis 174 hf (a vexe and trouble us, #ihil alind 
quam jacula ex Satane manu emiſſa; They are no 0- 
ther then the Devils inſtruments, even darts ſhot ar 
us,by his-hand,as Calvin upon the place, Nihil alind 
ſunt omnes impii,quam membra Diabols,as Gregory in Gregor, Mo- 
his Morals: he8ixccthe Devill is 4p;w", the prince, yea rel.l:13.c.15. 
d principalitie, as he is here termed; having rule a 1 
and dominion overthechildren of difobedience, by ** __ 
Gods permiſſion, his owne uſurpation,and their ſub- 
jection,lo that heisa principal] enemy. 
Againe the othertitles here given unto him de- 
clared as much,«&.a powers, this ſhewes that hee is 
a potent enemy, mrduz/nx 75 mreetas, [pirituall wicked. 
neſſe, or wicked fpirits,this fhewerh that he is a wily 
and crafty enemy. And all theſe rogether; ſhew that - 
he is a mighty,cruelland cunning enemy. And this 
the Scripture doth further witneſic unto us, calling 
him a Lion for his might, aroaring Lion for his m2- 
lice,1.Pet.5.8. A Dragon for his tury and felncſle, 


A egrcat Dragon for his power and might, A great 
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red Dragon for his bloody malice, and madneſle a. 


eainſt Chriſt, and his members. A Dragon with 7 
heads,for his manifold fleights and ſubtilties,wher- 


in heis his crafts maſter, A Dragon with 10 hornes 


for his dreadfull power, With 7 crownes upon his 
head, for his manifold victories over theworld. A 
Dragon whole very taile drew the third part of the 
ſtarres of heauen, and caſt them to the earth, for his 
victory over many Miniſters, which ſhined in life 
and doctrineas the ſtarres of heauen, by the meanes 
of ambition, and covetouſneſle, and other fleſhly 
luſts. Further hee 1s called a Serpent for his ſub- 
tiltic,and an old ſerpent for his great ſubtiltie, Revel, 
20.2, --»-- Cut nomina mille, 
Mille nocend; artes---- 

He hath a thouſand names , and a thouſand wayes 
to hurtus,as Hierome to Heliodornus de vita eremitica, 

Afﬀeord your attentiona while, and I will diſcover 
ſome of his wiles, and ſtratagems unto you, that you 
may thebetter avoyd them. Mala teins cognita fact- 
lius evitantar, For itis caſter to ſhunne knowne,then 
unexpected dangers. 

One wile of Sathanto circumvent us,is to aſſaultus 
at the firſt by ſmall and light temptations. As a wiſe 
Captaine ſends out his ſpies to ſee the ſtate of the 
contrary army,their number & ſtrength,and to view 
what advantages may be taken, and perhaps ſends a 
s$kirmiſh only,to trie their purpoſe and ſtrength : So 
Sathan he begins with light onſets, with ſmall things, 
before he comes with his many forces. As thus, firſt 
he will temptus to uſe ſmall and. mincing oathes, as 
faith,and troth, to uſe alittle lying, a little ſtealing, 
to glue our eyes libertie to wander a little with 

wanton 
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wanton glaunces,to looſe the reines of our tonguesto 
friske it outa little 1n ſome idle and laſcivious ſpee- 
ches.Tounſhackle our feet tocarry us a little to fach 
and ſuch places of leud reſort, Thus he begins with 
little things. As if a little leaven leavened not the 
whole lumpe;,as the Apoſtle ſaith. And a little leake 
ina ſhippe did not drowne all,unleſle it be ſtopt: And 
ſoalitrle finne did not fſinke us in the pirof perditi. 
on,unlefle it be repented of. 

A lecond fleight of Sathanis to tempt us to yeeld =: 
to him in one requeſt and that for a litrle time, ar 
leaſt for once, As ifhe that keepes the whole law, 
and yer offends in one point (habitually) is not guil - 
ty of all,asthe Apoſtle faith, 7am.2. 10. or that one 
at of licentiouſneſle did not engender the defire of 
two,and twothe defire of fowre,andtenne the defire 
of twenty. And ſo, ; 
uo plus ſunt pote plus [itinntur aqua, 
nE _ ey ora m_ is rg and this 
vice committed,the more the defire is increaſed, 
Athird wile of Sathan,is to promiſe great matters 3; 
of profit, pleaſure,preferment, laying, Omnia hec tibs M4? 9. 
dabo.all theſethings will I givethee. That is, I will 
make thee Pope,asthe (entariators interpret it: Or I 
will give thee this Biſhopricke, that Cardinallſhip, 
{ucha living, ſo much money,or maintenance, &c. 
All theſe will I give thee,if thou wile worſhip me,by 
idolatry, ſuperſtition, blaſphemic, prophaneſle, or 
otherwiſe by breaking Gods commandements, As 
if Godlinefſe were not the greateſt gaine, and the *-7116.7.6: 
ſweeteſt pleaſure to pleaſe God, even ſweeter then 
the hony and the hony combe, yea more delightfull 
then all manner of riches, as the Propber m__ 
aith, 
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ſaith, P/al.119.14. | 

A fourth wile of Sathan is to plead that he hath 
mary, and great ones of his{ide, euen thegreateſt.in 
the ſtate, and thechicfeſt inthe country that be ſwea- 
rers,adulterers,drunkards,oppeſlors,Papiſts, and the 
like, Doe any of the Rulers belceue in Chriſt, faich he 
by his advocates, /oh.7.v.48. This ſect is every 
where ſpoken againſt, istheir —_ in another place, 
As if manydid notrunthe broad way,as Chriſt ſaith, 
Mat.7.13; or that many and mighty were called, x, 
Cor.1.26,0rif called werecholen, Mar.20.16, 

A fift wile of Sathan isto obieR the mileries,and 
thereproches, and the many overthrowes that the 
the ſervants of God ſuſtaine in the world, and the 
proſperitie ofthe wicked onthe other fide. Thus he. 
doth Malac.3.14.15.Asit Chriſts kingdome were 
of this world, 19hn 18.36. 0* that being killed for 
Chriſts ſake, they were not therein morethen Con- 
querors, Rom. 8.37. R F 

A ſixt fleight of Sathan is to ſet out foule finnes 
anderrors,with a faire face,colour and countenance, 
even with the colour of graceand vertue, evenas the 
the crafty pyrate doth ſomtime hang out the ſame 
colours that the honeſt Mariner doth,thereby to en- 
trappe him. So Sathan will ſometimes transforme 
himſelfeinto an Angel of light. -Asthus, he will {ct 
out licentiouſneſle under the name of libertie, drun- 
kenneſſe under the colour of good fellowſhip , covc. 
touſneſſe under the name of good husbandry, fury 
under thename of mettle, or manhood, wharedome 
under the name of loving a miſtreſſe, Simony under 
the name of gratuity, unlawfull ſports under the 


name of honeſt mirth and recreation, Poperic under 
| the 
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the name of old Religion, or the Catholicke faith. 
Depopulation,and encloſing of. commons under the 
name of uſing ones owne; or doing with ones owne 
as he liſt &c. 

Thus he diesall his bad clothes in good colours, 
guilds over his falſe coyne, ſugars over his temptati- 
ons,and paints.the foule faces of ſinne with the fine 
calours of vertues and graces, 

Yea hee will not ſticke to adventure to deceive :,Sam.18.r. 
Saul,under Samnels mantle.O then , what need have *4 
we to flyeto Icſus Chriſt, who dwelleth with pru- Pcov-5- 
dence. What need have we not to be carried with e- 
very thing that hath a ſhew of goodnefſle, or indiffe- 
rency. Butto bring theſe painted ſtrumpets of the 
Devill, cothe light, yea and to the heat ofthe word 
of God. And then their painting ſhall melt away, 
and we ſhall ſee their beauty came out of the Devills 
boxe.Beloved,nimium ne creade colors, be not carried 
away with colours, ahd ſhowes. The Devill hatha 
fairc colour for the fouleſt ſinne, 

A-7'b trick ofthe Devill is toput a vizard of evill , 
upon that which is good. Astocall the Catholicke 
and Apoſtolicke docrine of our Church hereſee, 
and the Profeſſorsthereof Hereticks , forthe Papiits: 
tocall the wholeſome diſcipline of our Church Po- 
fiſh ſuperFition,ſothe Schiſmaticks. To call conſci- 
ence of ſinne,and a defire in all things to live honeſt. 
ly,preciſe niceneſſe, ſo the carnall Goſpellers, Thus 
by calling evill good, and goodevill, hee would 
bring itto paſſe that there ſhould be nothing but e- 
villand ſo in the end nothing but woe? For woe 
ſhall be to him thatcalls cvill good, and good evill, 


Tſa. 5.20, 
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” 3 Another Stratageme of the Devill is to wound 
* us with our owne weapons, even with our very 
graces; Asthus,if he ſees ſome zealous, and fervenr 
in religion,ſothat he caninno wiſe quench this fire, 
then he will throw his Gun-powder into it, and un. 
derthe colour of zeale, bring theny to- prepoſterous 
indiſcretion,yeatoa blind and bold madneſſe. As 
roundertake,being private men, to reforme publick 
abuſes , without the Magiſtrates authority , and to. 
make as great fire forthe roſting of an egge, as for 
the roſting of an Oxe; I meane to bee as zealous for 
the ſmall, as forthe weighticr matters of the law, 
for the ſwadling clothes,as for the body of religion, 
* forthe circumſtance ,.as for the ſubſtance. A thing 
very dangerous tothe Church,as we may ſee inthe 
example of Aude Biſhop in Perſia, who in an exceſſe 
of zeale throwing downe a Temple of the Pagans, 
was the cauſe that the king thereby incenſed, threw 
downeall temples. of the Chriſtians, as Theodoret 
writes, L:6.5.Remember then to keep the meane ac- 
cording to Gods word,Iſa 30.21. Be not righteous. 
overmuch, make notthy ſelfe over wiſe, Eccleſe7. 
16, If ye cannotdoe that good ye defire, doe that ye 
can, and ſo- bee zealons according to knowledge, 
Rom-10.2.If with Paul yecannot put downe Ca#or, 
and Pollux,the badges of beatheniſene or Papiſme,yet 
doe not run out of the ſhippe, S.Pauldid nor ſo, A. 
28.11. orif ye dwell in Epheſus arridolatrous place 
where the great Goddeſſe Diana is- worſhiped , ſo. 
that with S.Paul yecanot hinder it, yet for all that, 
doenotin an undiſcreet zeale leaue your Miniſter, 
runne out of Zpheſns, S.Paul did not {o, A, 19.10. 
I take it,that wiſdome is not from above, when __ 
| will 
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will doe nothing , unlefſe they may doe what they 
will, Surely ſuch fiery zeale hath ſome ofthe De. 
vills powder in it. 

Another pollicy of Sathan to overthrow Gods 9g. 
ſervants and ſouldiours,isto perſwadethoſethar bee 
great wits, toprie into the counſells, and decrees 
of their Generall Chriſt Ieſus , when they ſhould 
follow him. Andto meddle with his Myſteries, 
when they ſhould meddle with their owne buſi. 
nefle: knowing that to be the way to bring them our 
of favour,and to be rebuked with Peter, for curioſt- 
ty,with 2u:d ad te! what is that to thee? follow. thou 
me, loh.21. 21, 

Many other wiles, and Stratagems Sathan hath, 
tocnſnare, andentrap us; which I have now notime 
to relate,theſe be they which be now moſt in uſe. 

_o by theſe you ſee what a dangerous enemy you 
ave. 

What remaineth then, but that we ſhake off all 

ſecurity,and provide,and preparc to withſtand him? 
What remaineth but that wee ſhould bee ſober and 
watch,ſceing our adverſary the Devill goeth about 
and ſeeketh Þ many wales to devoure us? That is the 
counſell of the Apoſtle in this caſe, kt us follow it, 
and watch. 

Specially let usbe carefull. that wee give him no $ Wayes 
advantage againſt us, and fo betray our {elves into W*rihy we 
his hands, There be many waies whereby advantage yill zdrantage 
is given unto Sathan. And whereby as it were we aganit us, 
tempt the Temptor, 

One is being too wordly minded, ſo muchthe «, 
text here doth teach us, for therefore the Devill is 
called wownpeny, aruler of the world, 2114 roms 
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let adfverſus:e05 qui mundans _ Saith Aretius 
upon the place,thar is, becauſe ie prevailes much a. 
eainſt thoſethat are wordly minded. And this the 
Apoſtle witneffeth more plainely, in another place, 
ſaying,that they which bericli fall into temptation, 
and a ſnare of the Devill. 1. 71..6.9.. 

A ſecond ivay,whereby we give advantage unto 
Sathan againſt us,'is by living in the darkneſle of ig- 
norance, Tlijs we are taughtalfo herein the text, in 
that Sathan is here called Refoy tenebraram, (.i.)Ru- 
ter of the darknefle of this world, for this is, becauſe 
he rutes, and domineires moſt over them that live in 


darknefſe,and blindneſſe of mind, in darke and blind: 
; pmrt—ra of the Scripture. And: this our Saviour- 


akes int more phinetermes, ſaying , ye erre, not 
knowing the Scriptures, Mark.12.24. ſo that if we 
will not fallinto errours and the ſnares of the Devill, 
we muſt beware how we live in darke ignorance. 

A third-way, whereby we give the Devill adyan- 
tage overus, is by yeelding a littleto his temprati- 
ons, asto ſweare, lie, or ſteale a little, and the like. 
For if hecangetusto yeeld to his motions in a lit- 
tle;he will quickly bring us tomore. If this Serpent 
can-wind- in his head , hee will quickly draw his 
whole body after, Patente porta impoſſibile eſt ma. 
lum ulterius non procedere.Set open bur one gate of 
a beſieged city, and the enemies will "come in as 
certainly, as it all'the walls were demolithed. Let 
errourget but once into the belfrey,and ir will never 
leave tillit be in the chancell, as learned F»/k'hath 
noted.Suffer it to be bur inthe porch, and it willnor 
be long, but you ſhall ſee it-poflefied of the Church 
it ſelfe , yea and jetting in the pulpit alſo. As then 
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Moſes would not yeeld to Pharaoh ina hoofe, Exod. 
to. 20. or orthodoxall chriſtians to Arries in a let. 
ter, ſo as to ſay Juerkney for guoimer, no more let us 
yeeld to any errour inlife or doctrine , in profeſſion 
orpractiſe, ſpecially not to idolatry, No, not for all 
the kingdomes inthe world, andthe glory: thereof. 
So would not Chrift, Mat. 4. 8; 9. nonot foran 
houre,ſo did not Paul, Galat.2.5. ef leo fs fugias. If 
ye give place but alittle to his temptations, on hee 
goes. And the more we give placeto him, the more j1g1*®%* 
heencroaches. Therefore beware how you yeeld to 
himinthe leaft motion, inan apple, as Eve, orin a 
looke, as Lots wife. Give a hot horſe his head art 
firſt,and he will ſurely runne away with-you. And 
fo will this beaſt if we give him the bridle, if wee but 
alittle yeeld to him. Sathan can uſe fmall finnes, as 
the fiſher uſeth ſmall haires, tohold the fiſh as faſt, 
orfaſterthen greater tackling , and ſecrer {innes to 
doe morc harme inthe ſoule then open: 

A g*hway, whereby wee give advantage tothe _ , 
Devillagainſt us, is by ruſhing into thoſe places or 
companies, where Sathan hath power over our bo- 
dies orſoules,in regard of the dangerous provocati- 
onsto ſinne they yeeld; As ſolitary and ſecret places, 
places of idolatry, of whoredome, of exceſſive drin- 
king,gaming,ſwearing, &c. the company of moc- 
kers, railers, diſſemblers, or any other wicked per« 
ſons. Theſe are the Devills faors, and their dwel- 
ling his ſtaple, his ſchoole-houſe as S. Cyprian, his 
throne as $.1ohn calls it, Revel,2.13. Now canaman 
be ſafe where Sathans throneis? Amongſt the chil. 
dren of diſobedience where he beares rule? Can a epheſ.z,.. 


mantakefireinhis boſome, or walke ppon coales 
F 3 and 
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and not be burnt? Surely the ſweeteſt waters by rua- 
ning into the fea , become ſalt and brackiſh: And ſo 
men of ſweet natures, and excellent graces have 
beene perverted by the company of the wicked. 
Witnelle /oſeph, who was ſnarcd to ſweare by the 
life of Pharaob,inthecourt ofeAfgypr, And the Apo- 
ſtle Peter who was tempted to deny his Lord and 
Maſter,in the Hall of Cajaphas, To give the Devill 
therefore noad vantage over us, we miſt have na 
company withthe wicked. | 

A fift way whereby we giue the Divell advanta 
againſt us,is by living idly, e:#rum pulvinar Diabol:: 
idleneſſe is the Divells pillow, to reſt on, Quem nou 
invenit occupatum ipſe occupat he will imploy thoſe 
that will not imploy themſclues. The crabfſh when 
as the oyſter doth open,flings into her alittle ſtone, 
ſo that ſhee cannot ſhur her ſelfe againe, and ſo the 
crab devouresthe oyſter:Even fo ſaith Hierome, our 
adyerſaric the Divell,like thecrab, when he finds us 
idle,and gaping, like the oyſter, takes his opportuni- 
ty toconfound us. When we fleepeand are ſecure, 
then he will be ſowing of tares, in the field of the 
church,and in theground of our hearts, Theretore 
letus follow the counfell of Chriſt which ſaith, 
occupamini donec veniam,thatis occupie or be doing, 
till I come. Luke 19. Res age twtns ers. | | 

A ſixt way is by playing with the obieQts of finne, 
it is notſafe for the fiſhto play with the baite. And 
no moreis it for any manto play with the obics 
of {inne. W_ 

A ſcuenth way is by not looking well tothe out. 
ward ſenſes of our bodies, ſpecially the two ſen- 


' ſesof learning, Sceing, and Hearing. Canthe beart or 


market. 


market-place ofa Towne, or City, befafe from the 
fiege of an enemy, if the gares be caſt open, or the 
walls demolliſhed, or the ramparts bared of their 
fence, and munition*or cana kingdome be ſafe from 
an invading enemy, unlefle the cinqueports becare- 
fully looked to, and watched? Now the ſenſes, ſpe. 
cially our ſcing, and hearing, are the gates of our 
hearts,and the cinque-ports of our ſoules, If we doe 
not then looke well to them, and keepe a diligent 
watch overthem , we make our felues a prey tothe 
enemy, we openthe gates for him to come in, and 
therefore it we will not give the encmy too much 
advantage, I&&t us with David turne away our eyes 
from beholding vanitie, and our cares alſo from hea- pril.r rg, 37. 
ring vatiitie. Letus looke toallthe fenſes of our bo- Yrit vidends 
dycs,as ſo many gates and doores of our ſoules,that = 00+" 
Sathan enter notinthat way,locke them,barrethem, ve. 
boltthem faſt. 

Finally, if you defire not togiue the divell advan. #: 
tage inthis conflit, then take heede of the intem. 
perate uſe of Gods creatures, by roo much cating 
and drinking. Weread inthe Goſpell, that the diſpo- 
ſeſſed Divells,entreated Chriſt thathe would ſuffer y1,,;,.. 
them to goe into the herd of ſwine, becauſe the 
chiefe place of the Divells reſidence, is the ſoule of 
the Cwilling drunkard,as Bonaventure giuesthe rea- 
ſon, Indry places he finds no reſt, faith Chriſt, Mar. 
I2.43. that is,.in ſober minds hegets no footing, as 
the ſame Author interprets it, he dwells in lowe 
countries and wet grounds, that is, with ſuchas arc 
filled with wine, whercin is exceſle; 

Invadunt urbem ſomno vinog, ſepultum, 


When the Troians were dead drunke, thenthe Gre- 
Clans 


V, l zl, 


Gen,19.32. 
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Cians did ſet upon, and overcamethem, ſaith the Po- 


et, When Benhadad king of Syrie,with two and thir- 
tiekings.more in his company, werecomming a- 
gainſt Achab king of Iſraell and perceiving Achabs 
power tobe ſmall in reſpeQ of his,did fall a banket. 
ing and drinking with the Kings, his aiders, and 
madethemſclues drunke, Achab with his ſmall pow- 
er overcame themall: And ſo when we haue dift- 
emperd our ſelues, by cating, or drinking, then in- 
ſeed of overcoming the Divell,our enemy, he over. 
comes us making usto kill our deare friend C/itas, 
with Alexander,orto commit inceſt, with Lot, orto 
commit all ungodlineſſe, cuen with greedinefle, as 
the Sodomites. Therfore if you will not giue place 
tothe Divell, followthe counſell of Chriſt, that is, 
rakehced leaſtatany time yourhearts be overchar- 
cd with ſurfetting, and drunkenefle, Luk.21.34. 
There be many other waycs whereby we giue 
place, & advantage unto the Divell againſt us, As by 
1mmoderateanger and wrath, Zpheſ.4.26,27.By be- 
ing wavering minded, and unſerled in the faith, 7am, 
1.6, By impatience and diſcontent, by pride and am- 
bition, by ycelding to any corruption, wegiue the 
Devill ſo much ground, and inſteed of beating him 
out of our borders, we let him in, and betray our 
{clues into his hands, and lead our ſclues into his 
temptations, contrarie to our forme of prayer. 
nd now (Beloued) we haue no need to doe fo, 
we hauc no reaſon atall to giue any oddes, or ad- 
vantageto Sathan inthis combate, by theſe, or any 
other wayes,for we arenot fo ſtrong,as that we may 
affordit. Butcſpecially we may notpreſumero en- 


coumer with this adverſarie, naked, or without our 
ſword, 
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{word, the ſword of the ſpirit, which is the word 
of Godzas the ſeduced Papiſts are pur to, by their 
moſt inturious leaders. No, no, the truth is, letus 
looke to our {clues as well as we can, and arme our 
{clucsas ſtrongly as we can, and take all theadvan. 
tage and helpesthat may be had, we ſhall havecn- 
nough to doe, with thele principaliries and powers, 
with the Rulers of the darknefle of this world, with 
the ſpirituall wickednefles, or wickgd ſpirits , thoſe 
ſecret and inviſible enemies, Yea,and morethen wee 
* can well acquit our {elves of, as of our ſelves, for of 
our ſelves wee are not ſufficient to thinke , much 
leflerodoeit,2.Cor.3.5.ſothatwe haveno reaſon to 
Siycany advantage herein, 

And befide,the cauſe or matter of the Conflidl, + 
berwcen Sathanand us, non de parvis quibuſdam re- The cauſe of 
bas,isno ſmall matter,thatwe ſhould be ſecure and ** D—_ 
careleſſe.Sed de rebus que ſunt in celeſtibus , hoc eff 
pro-reenocelorum, cy adoptione nobu lutta, ſaith Are- 
7115 upon the place; But a matter of heaven, and hea. 
venly things,a matter ofa kingdome, and our right 
and intcreſt toit , that is the thing in queſtion, the 
matter of the quarrell, and combate betweene us, 
And is not this a weighty matter, that we ſhould be. 
ſtirre our ſelves about ir? Surely how light foever we 
make of it, it is a matter of life and death. It is fucha 
matter, that we muſt either kill or be killed. For if 
we doc not crucify.;the fleſh with the affecti- 
ons and luſts, the fleſh will bee our death , tor to bee 
carnally minded is death, Rom.$.6. If the world bc 
not cracified unto ns, and wee untothe world, the 
world will be our ruinc;for the world ſhall bee dam- 
ned. 1,Cor, 11. 22, If we doe not daſh Babi/ons yrs 
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_—_ the firſt motions 
of {inne, and temptations of Sathan,they will be ſure 
to daſh us to deathyfor the wages of finne is death, 
Rom. 6.23. 

Sothen it concernes us necre to looke to it; being 
a matter of ſo great conſequence, and importance, a 
matter of life 8 death, the winning or looſing of our 
heauenly inheritance in high places. And that in. 
ſtrife with ſo porent and politick enemies, let us con- 
fider then, and thinke ofthe matter, that we hauc in 
hand. A highplace in heauen is worththe ſtriving 
for, ſpecially when it may be had for ſtriving, accor.- 
dingto that, the kingdome of heauen ſuftereth vio. 
lence, and the viokenttake-it by force, cHat.12.12. 
Ir! is worth ſomewhat that Sathan doth ſo much. 
ſtrive,and ſtruggle to.gerfrom ns. A theife will not 
meddle with a poore begger, that hath nothing to- 
looſe, a pirat will not fer. upon emprie ſhippes., a 
mighty enemy will notinvade a kingdome, or lay- 
fiege to a City, with great violence to winne it, 
where there is no great matter to be had:and ſo ſure- 
ly it is notfor nothing that Sathan with all his for- 
ces, doth make ſuch fierce and violent affaults upon 
the ſervants of God: no, Celeſtia; thele high places, 
or heauenly things, for which he wreſtles with us, 
are greatthings,and ſolJer us with greatcare contend 
for them; 

Y ea and this let us doe without delay, even this 
fime,forthe time of the warfare &wreſtling withSa- 
than,& his forces isSnow,cuen this preſent time, The 
Apoſtle here ſers it downe fo, ſaying, is» iwr 5 aan, 
we wreſtle, or there isa wreſtling, and as he ſayes ir, 
ſo wefind it indeed, for as heretofore he wart was 

orne 
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borne after the fleſh, perſecuted him that was borne Guar.4. 19; 
after the ſpirit, euen ſoitis now, Now the world is v 
tull of ſuch as ſcoffe at Iſaac, like 1ſwael, ot ſuchas ,, _ 
xeſiſt the holy Ghoſt, as the ſtiffenecked Iewes, of c.c;.8. 
ſuch as withſtand Barnabas and Sax! and ſceketo 
turnethe Depurie from the faith like Simon the Sor- 
cerer;of ſuch as be accuſers of the brethren, like the 
Devill, Revel.12.10,0t ſuch as greatly withſtand the 
word,like 4lexanderthe Copper-{mith, of ſuch as 
warre with them that kcepethe commandements of 
God, and haucthetcſtimony of Teſus Chriſt, as the 
Dragon, Revel.12. 17, Now the world is full of ſuch 2. Tim,s.v. 
warriers and wreſtlers againſt the true worſhippers **: 
of God, yea and neuer more, for now the Devill 
warres with great wrath, becauſe he knoweth he 
hath but aſhorttime,v.12. 
Andlſecing it is ſothatthere is\uch warring and 
wreſtling ofthe enemies fide againſtus atthistime, 
Let us of the other ſide heas ready, and forward, to 
warreand wreſtle againſt them, ſothat we may truly 
ſay, nobis lufta, we wreſtle. 

Yca,andthis let us reſolueto doe, not for a day or , , _ 
two,bur foras long as we liue,for militiavita homi. * 
ne ſuper terram,as Tob (aith,the whole life ofa Chri- 
ſtian 1s a continuall warfare here on earth. 

Nunquam bella bonss, nunquam iſſidia ceſſant, 

Et quocum certet mens bona ſemper habet. 
| Good men muſt notilooke for peace upon earth, 
Chriſt came notto ſend it, Mat.10.34. The Dragon 
and his Angels willfight with the Michael and his 
Angells, as long as the world laſts, ſo that we muſt 
warreas long as weliue. They will beſureto warre, 
" and wreſtle with us, either by inward or outward 
2 tem- 
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temptations, by violent perſecutions, or fraudulent 
Herefies, by ſharpe tongues or ſharpe ſwords, or 
both;and we had notneedto lie ſtill, and to let them 
alone, without any reſiſtance, ſurely no, we haue 
cauſe ro warre and-wreftle with them;as well as they 
withus,and moretoo, forif we fight the good fight, 
and finiſhour courſe, and keepe the faith, we ſhall 
obtaine the crowne of righteouſneſſe, bur ſo ſhall 
not they. Therefore lctus reſ{olueupon it,and wre- 
ftle againſt fleſh, and blood, againſt principalitics 
and powers, againſt Rulers of the darkneſſeof this 
world,againſt {pirituall wickednefſes in high places, 
againſt the Devill, and all his forces, of perſecuting 
Tyrants,of ſubtill hereticks, of peſtilent Antichriſts, 
of wicked worldlings and carnall Goſpellers, And 
this unto the end.. 

But (here fome will ſay) how ſhall we, that are 
weake and fraile, beable to wreſtle and encounter, 
with ſo potent and politicke enemies, with ſo many 
and malicious adverſaries? or ifwe doe preſume to 
wreſtle and fight with them, how ſhall 'we prevaile 
againſtthem?The truth is we cannot prevaile againſt 
them,by our owne ſtrength, we muſt haue ſome 0- 
ther meanes, even the ſtrength of the Lord. And 
thereforethe Apoſtle ſaith, be ſtrong inthe Lord, 
v.10, We muſt haue other armour then our owne 
to fight in, eventhe armour of God, And therefore 

cereal the Apoſtle ſaith, put onthearmour of God, that ye 
Coda may beable to ſtand'inthe evill day, which isthe 
3 things. true meanes of the Conqueſt,and the laſt poinr, 

Phe nanes TO Overcome inthis warre,wemuſt put on Gods | 
*the Con- armour, not the armour of tlie flcfh, for curſed is he 
ax that maketh fleſh his arme,7er,27.5.Not the armour 
ot 
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of the world, for our enemies are worldly Gover- yy jus /ars ® 
nours, and the chiefe' of them the Prince of this ca/mi Diabal?i. 


world. 10h.2.31, Notthe armour ofthe Devill, as mw: 
Popiſh exorciſme, Superſtitious crofling, Holy wa- 
ter, Maſſes, Diriges, Crucifixes, Conſecrated hofts, 
Graines, Oyle, Reliques of Saints, A g##> Der, and 
ſuch liketrumperie which the Papiſts ute. Nor the 
woodden dagger of fabulous hiſtories, orthe ruſty 
ſcabberd of old traditions, as the ſame Romaniſts 
uſe. Thele are weapons of the Devills owne making, 
and forging,-not of Gods appointing, hereare none 
of theſe among the armor of God, & yet here iS ma- 
axe 77 08, the whole armor of God. Againe, we may 
not uſe charmes,and-ſuch like, which coniurers uſe, 
hereare none of theſe mentioned; Fhele are the De- 
vills watchword, not Gods word,this istocaſtout 
the Devill by Belzebub,. not by the fingerof God, 
further we may not uſe wanton ſonets, thun- 
dring oathes, or mad mirth, ascarnall proteſfants 
doe, nor yet lyes and libels, as undiſcreet ſchiſma- 
ticks.doe,and the Papiſts alſo, who call their lyesand 
cheating tricks, Pias fraudes,godly deceits. Theſeare 
the Devills:weapons and engines;framed in hisYhop, 
who isalyer from the beginning;and given at his ap- 1ck.$.44. 
pointmenr,and therefore little feared by him, 
Theſe are not the weapons: that we muſt fight 

vith,orit fight that we can overcomewithno,no,he 
that truſts in his owne ſtrength ſnaſproveweake like [: _— 
Goliah, or in his owne wit, thall prove afoole, like 2 :$am.17, 22, 
Achitophell,orin his rightcouſneſle, ſhall prove moſt Luk-13.:3- 
unrighteous,as the Phayiſees, before whom the Publz. | 
can5 and finners(repenting oftheirowneuntighteoul- 
acfſe, andrelying by faith onthe righteouſneſle of 

| G3 Chriſt) 
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F 16.35.v.6, 


4:6 The chriſtian Conflit?, 

Chriſt)ſhall enter intothe-kingdome of heaven, He 
that truſts in-Princes,or any childe of man,ſhall find 
true, which Rebſhaka ſpoke of the king of Egypr, that 
they arc butbrokea recds toleane to. He thattruſts in 
his ſtrong hold,great wealth,in his chariots, horſes, 
torces,inany thing beftdes God, for his defence and 
ſafety,ſhall find as lirtle helpe and comfort in time of 
need, as the Prieſts of Baal had of Baal, attheir need, 
evenrnoneatall, i.Kings 18.29. 

Outward mcanes arc goad and neceſſary to be 
uſed, but in- no wiſe to be truſted jn. If we 1ertthem 
up in Gods roome,they become very pernicious, or 
moſt unprofitable, ſpecially if they be unwarranta- 
ble meanes. While others then ſtrengthen rhem- 
ſelves intheir owne might , leane to their owne wil- 
dome, repoſe themſelves ontheir owne righteouſl- 
neſſe, betake themſelves totheir owne freedome, fol- 
low their owne wayes, truſt totheir owne forces, let 
us (with David) remember the-name of the Lord 
our God,Pſal.20.7, And as the Apoſtle ſaith, ſo ſay 
I unto you; My Brethren be ſtrong inthe Lord, and 
inthe power of his might, 


2 Cor,x0,y 4, 'Puton the armour of God , that is, thegrace of 


God. For the weapons of our warfare are not car- 
nall, as the Apoſtle ſaith, But ſpirituall , even the 
grace of Gods ſpirit. By this we are ſaved , Epheſ. 
2.8.By this we ſtand, 1.Pet.1.12, This is the armour 
of proofe, that. is mighty through God, to the pul. 
ling downe of ſtrong holds, to the cafting downe of 
imaginations, and every high thing, thar exalterh ir 
{clfe againſtthe knowledge of Gad, and to bring in- 
to captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Chriſt, 2.Cor,10.4,5- 
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Give diligence then to arme and furniſh your 
ſelves with grace;that you may be able ro encoun. 
ecr. with your ſpirituall enemies, and to withſtand 
their aſſaults. 
Take unto youthe whole armour of God,that is, 
the manifold graces of Gods ſpirit, all chriſtian 
verracs, and thereby adorne the underſtanding, the 
will, the affeQions aud rhe whole inner man. And partculas 
namely, 8& ſpecially take unto you the graces & ver- meanes of 
rues here mentioned, & commended unto us, that is, * xt: 
Firſt, rake the girdle of truth; that is , the know- =. 
ledge of thetruth, the true knowledge ofthe word 1% 7-17: 
of Cod,which is the word of truth, and thereby in. 
formeand adorne your underſtanding. Dands in- 
primis opers eſt ut D euwm noſtamus quotquot felices eſ- 
ſe volumus: The firſt thing that we muſt labour for, 
is to know the truth, that is-it which is here firſt 
commended by the Apoſtle.. And it is the firſt 
charge which king Davidgave unto his ſonne Solo. 
»on,ſaying,and thou Solomon my ſonne, know thou 
the God of thy fathers,aad ſerve him -witha perfe& ».Chron. 28. 
heart, and a willing mind &c. hee bids his ſonne ?* 
ſerve God with a perfe&: heart, bur firſt' hee bids 
him know him , becauſe without knowledge , wee 
cannot ſerve him- or at leaſt-not rightly and. accep- 
tably, as we may ſee by the example. of the Iewes, 
Rom.10,2. who fad the feare of God, but nor accor- 
ding to knowledge.Without knowledge ofthe word 
of truthi,we know not where.we are, nor which way 
to goe to ſave our ſelves, and to cfcape the enemy, 
He that walketh in darkneſſe knoweth not whither 
he goeth, ſaith Chriſt himſelfe, 10h. 12.35. Andit is 


impoſſible , til! wee come tothe knowledge we 
truth, 


1.Per,1,22, 
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truth, chat ever wee ſhould come out of the ſnare of 
the Devill,faith S.Paul,a. Tim.2.25.26. 

Lerus labour then firſt of all ro. know the truth, 
out of the word oftruth , thatthereby wee may dil. 
Ccrne right from wrong. And when we haye knowne 
it, let us gird our {clves therewith, that is,ſticke cloſe 
eo ir, and then feare not, Yincer weritas, Truth will 
prevaile, fox truthris great, and mightic aboue all 
things. t.Eſdras 4.41. 

But this isnot all that we muſt labour for,that .is,to 
know,and to ſpeake thetruth. We muſt goe further, 
and obeythe truth, and with Gajws,walkein the cruth 
3. 10h, 3. And namely in this truth , of ſerving thc 
Lord in righteouſnefle, ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, in the 
next place, put on the breſt-plare of rightequineſle, 
that is ,cndeavour to kcepe acleare contcience, voyd 
of offence, towards God, and towards man, as S, 
Paxl did, A&7.2 4.16, endeavourto walke inoffenſive- 
ly towards all men. Scire, vel de wirtute loqui mini- 
mum et, Toknow, or to ſpeake the truth,and to give 
g00d precepts, is no great matter, it is the leaſt of a 
thouſand, who cannot doe it? But, viri#tibas uti, to 
Joyne. truth and rightcouſneſſe, ſound knowledge 
and ſincere obediencetogether,hic labor, hoc opac eſt. 
This is the mainc matter, this is a worke of moment, 
and tothe purpoſe: hic murmus aheneuws eo, 
Nit conſcire ſibi,nulla palleſcere culps. 
This is to make a brazen wall, aſtrong towre of 
defence againſt the face of our enemies: evento put 
on the breſt-plate of righteouſneſle, as well as the 
girdle of truth, to joyne {cienceand conſcience toge- 
ther, With this $. Pau! did ſupport, and beare him- 


ſclfe out,againſt the obloquie, and troubles he _ 
ca; 
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red;in that he had lived in'all good cendtiviceiiiee AR.:;n,uÞ 

God, and had his converſation in ſimplicity, and 3 

godly fincerity,2.Cor.1.12, This made himas bold 

as a lion, the breſt-plate of righteouſneſle, the teſti. 

mony of a good conſcience. With this let us alſo 

arme our ſelves, joyne to the girdle of truth , the 

breſt-plate of rightcouſneſle, knowledge and obedi- 

ence, ſcience andagood conſcience, and then wee Mn ger | 

need notfeare, 2u; vadit plant , vadit ſant , he that wa, 

walkethuprightly, walketh ſurely, Prov. 10.9. walke 

on then, walke and march in this armour of truth, 

and righteouſneſle,of ſcience and a good conſcience, 
Moreover, let meadviſe youtotakethe ſhoves of 3: 

the preparationof the Goſpell of you along with 

you;thart is,relolve throughly and ftirmely with your _ 

{elves,to believe and hold, that God is now recon- ©: 

Ciled and at peace with you, through the meanes of (2! > 

Chriſt,according as he hath revealed and teſtified in *-* 

his Goſpel]. And withall, for this peace with God 

made by Chriſt which you believe, reſolve further, 

in way of thankfullneſle, to love, honour and obey 

him,according to his word. This reſolution and pre- 

paration of mind to believe, and confeſſe our peace 

and reconciliation with God through Chriſt. And 

to honourand obey him for it, theſe are the ſhooes 

herecommendedunto us. With theſe king David 

did furniſh himſelfe,accordingto that,l have ſworne, 

and am ſtedfaftly purpoſed to keepe thy rightcous 

judgements. And thus did $. Paul alſo arme him. Pht.::g. 

_ fſelte,when he faid, I am ready,notto be bound only, _ 

but alſo to dye at Hieruſalem, for the name of the 

Lord Ieſus, At. 21. 13. Withounr this preparation, 


and firme zeſolution of the heart, to believeand _ 
| H the 


— 


- the Goſpell of = weſhall never be able to hold 
on in the race of Chriſtianity, and to paſſe through 

the many tribulations, that we ſhall meet with, for a 

wv.8,\ wavering minded man is unſtable in all his wayes, 
and ready to be carried away with every wind of 
temptation, and therefore let us ballance our hearts 

with preparation, and put on a firme reſolution to 
believe, and obey the Goſpell of peace. | 

F But yet, this is not all, that we have to doe: The 
ſpeciall furniture, and that which weare to take a- 
boveall, as being able to quench all the fiery darts 

of the wicked,is yer unmemtioned, and that is, faith, 

the ſhield of faith. That we are totakeabove all, ſo 

ſaith the Apoſtle, above alltake the ſhield of faith, 

v.16. That is,after all your knowledge of therruth, 

and your righteouſneſſe, according to the knowne 

- truth, and your reſolution, to walke in this knowne 

erue rightcouſnefle: Yet reſt not upon all this , bur 

when ye have done all, deny your ſelves, renounce 

| alltruſt,and confidence in your owne righteouſnefſe, 
and lay hold on the righteouſnefle of Chriſt, by the 

hand offaith , on the mercy of God in Chil for 
your falvation,according asitis offered inthe word, 
andpreſcnted in the Sacraments. Fhis rightcouſ- 
neffe,this mercy of God in Chriſt is that ſhield that 

can quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. Indeed 

faith is here called the ſhicld, in the text , but that is 
not becauſe it is ſoin ir ſelfe, butbecaule it takes. 

hold of Chriſt, and his righteouſnefle which is the 
trueſhield indeed,and purs it on,and makes it ours, 
tok.t5.5, Sothat, though we can doe nothing of our ſelves, in 
this Conflit,yet through him,and his righteouſneſſe 
wee are ableto doe all things , Phitip. 4. r3.ro- 
| _ quench 
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quench allthe fiery darts, and fierce temptations of 
the wicked,to overcome the world, the fleſh and the A 
Devill, 1.70h.5. And therefore put on the ſhield of 3 
- Chriſts righreoulneſſe;by the hand of faith, ſhroud A 
your ſelves under this defence of the moſt high, Pal.r.v.1..._- 
clcave to Gods promiſe ofgracein Chriſt. 2 

And becauſe the promiſes of God in Chriſt, 5s 
which are the objects of our faith,andthe ground of 
our obedience,are not alwayes preſently performed 
unto the faithfull, upon their requeſt, ſothat Sathan, 
and his adherents take occafion thereby , ro aſſaule 
theirfaith,and to ſay where is now their God, Pſal. 
115.2.Here againe , we are to remember rofurniſh 
our ſelves with another peece of armour, againſt 
this aſſault, And namely,with the helmet of ſalvati- 
on,that is,with the hope of ſalvation, as the Apoſtle 
expounds it, 1.Theſ.5.8.A ſure and certaine hope of 
all promiſed good things, which be yer fortocome, 
This hope and patient expectation of the perfor- 
mance of Gods promiſes, is very needfull. So faith 
the Apoſtle, ye have need of patience , that after ye 
have done the will of God, ye may receive the pro- 
miſes, Heb.10.36. And ſo let your.patient mind be 
knowneuntoall men, asthe Apoſtle adviſeth , hold 
faſt the confidence.of your hope firme untothe end, 
forhope maketh not aſhamed, Rom. 5, 5. 

And inthe meaneſpace, while we hope and ex- 
pet the performance of Gods promiles, in the 
preſent preſervation, and finall ſalvation of his 
Church,& in particular,of us the members thereof, 
let us take to our ſelues, the ſword of the ſpirit, 
whichis the word of God, acquainting our ſelues, 
therewith,that when the world, the fleſh, or the ye 
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vill, doe aſaultus with their temptations,we may be 
able to anſwere & to repellthem,as Chriſt did, with 
a ſcriptumeſt, a place of ſcripture, and thereby cut 

off their remptations,as with'a ſword. The word of 
Godis-mighty and powerfull to that purpoſe, being 
rightly applyed, as we may fee by the example of 
Chriſt in the fourth of Mat. yea ſharper then any 
two edged ſword,as 5. Paul faith Heb :4-12+ Take it 

then,put it on,farre be ir from us, to diſarme you of 
the ſcriprures, to wring this ſpeciall weapon out of 


your hands, and ſo toturne you- naked unto all $3. 


thans temptations, as the-Romaniſh teachers deale 
with their people,or inſteed of the ſharpe two edged 
{word of the ſpirit, to put other weapons, of the Di. 
vills forging into your hands to fight with us, as the 
holy water, Crofles, Graines, and dirty reliques 8c. 
asthe ſame teachers .deale with their people, no, 
no, we teach you with $8. Paw/to take the ſword of 
the ſpirit which is the word of God,and toput it on, 
not by ſpells,and charmes, asignorant people uſe to 
doe, but by reading, hearing, meditating and hiding 
it in your hearts, and applying it as occaſion is offe. 
red, to. anſwere, and to put off any evill temp- 
tations. Thus Chriſt himſelfe did doe, cHat. 4. 
Thus he taught 70», 7ob.. 5. atthe 39. verſe, and fo 
doe we ſaying with Chriſt, ſcrutamini ſcripturas, 
ſearch the ſcriptures, let the word of God dwell in 
you plenteouily in all wiſdome,Coloſ.3.16. 

Laſtly romakeall ſure, andto furniſh your ſelucs 
with the compleate armour of God, let us ioynein- 
ceſſant prayer to all theſe, praying alwayes with all 
prayer ,and ſupplicationin the ſpirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perſeverance, as the _—_ CX» 

orteth 
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horteth, v. 18. vere caleftis armatura tft deprecatio 
que Deo funditur,laith Chryſoſtome De orando De- 
«m, Lib, -1.that is, prayer unto God, isthe very ar- 
mour of God indeed,a heauenly armour, for by this 
we call,and get God & all the hoſte ofheaven ro be 
of our ſide, to helpe us againſt temptations, and ro 
deliverus from evill. By this Paul obtained helpe 
and grace againſt inward temptations, thethorne in 
che fleſh, 2. Cor.12.7.8.9. By this Moſes obtained 
helpe of God againſt outward tribulations, the ar. 
my of the Amalekites, Exod.17.11.and this alfois 
the way for us, to obtaine helpe againſt theenemie, 
yea and: without this no victory. When we haue 
provided all that wecan, and all is done,exctpt Mo- 
ſes hold up his hands, Amaleck will prevaile. Lift up Exud.17.v, 
holy hands unto God, as the Apoſtletcacheth, i, ** 
Tim.2.8. Pray alwayes withall prayer, and (uppli. 
cation in the ſpirit, pray with private praycr unto 
God; andpray with-publike prayer. The prayer of 
one righteous man availeth much, 7a2.5.16. butthe 
prayer of many righteous men availeth more, v2 
wnita fortior, two are better then one, a toynt armic xcle\.4.9, 
willdoe morethentwo or three men. Where two Mr.18. 6, 
or three are gathered together there is Chriſt, bur 
where more, there he is more gratiouſly, A/7.2. 1, 
forſake not then the aſſembling of your {elves roge- 
ther to common. prayer as the manner of ſomeis, 
Heb. 10.25, but come to the habitation of Gods 
houſe, andthe place where his honour dwelleth,the 
Temple, and their come,not to hearea ſermon only, 
burto pray publike prayers, for we muſt pray with 
all prayer, and ſupplication, with private, and pub- 
like, inthe ſecret cloſer, Mat.6.6.and in the publike 
H 3 Sanctuary, 
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Is anfuary, FPſal.150.1. and we muſt doe this inthe 
ſpirit too, asthe'Apoſile ſaith, that is, not out of fa- 
ſhion,bur of pure devotion,not out of tained lips, but 
Pſol.17.1, Withatrueand ſyncere heart, Heb.to0.22.yea, and 
_—_ '-17* wemuſt watch hereunto, withall perſeverance;with- 
\ **. outthis, the Devill will not away, he is not caſt out 
| butby fafting and prayer, yea, and watching too, 
Mat.26.41. watch therefore and pray that yeenter 
not into temptation,or if ye doe enter,that yebe not 
overcome, but delivered from the evill thereof, 

CMat.6.13, 

Theſe be the ſeverall pieces of the armour.of God, 
withtheſe wemuſtarme our ſelues,& fight, itever we 
will prevaile, in this ſpirituall warfare. [tis not here, 
as inthe bodily warfare , iUic enim humans viribus 
refiſtitur gladins opponitur gladio, homo cum homine 
confligit, vis vim, ars artem excipit. Ip the bodily 
warfare men doe commonly reſiſt their adverſaries, 
witlT ſuch weapons as their enemies doe impugne 
them withall,but here alia eſt ratio, 'tis otherwiſe, as 
Calvin notes upon the place. 

. Inthe ſpirituall warfare, if we fight againſt Sa- 
than,and his complices, with ſuch weapons as they 
uſe in fighting againſt us , then weare gone. T hat is 
}f we xender evill for evill, and rebuke for rebuke, 
and give as good as they bring,as the ſaying is, then 
weare foyled by Sathan and his power. For, Quid 
entereft inter provocantem & provocatum* Saith Ter- 
zullian,that is, what difference is there betweene him 
that doth provoke to cvill, and him that is provo- 
kedtoevill,by ill words or deeds? Nif quod ille prior 
n maleficio deprehenditur, & ille poſterior. But that 


one finnes firſt, andthe other next. And ſo bothare 
foyled 
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foyled by Sathan, cauſing them bothto finne, 
We muſt not then fight with Sathan, and his 
complices , with ſuch weapons as they bring , ren- 
dring evill for evill, or rebuke for rebuke. But ifwe 
will fight toovercome, we muſt not be overcome of 
evill,but overcomeevill with good, Rom.12.21. That 
is,if our enemies curſe, as they doe ſometimes with 
bell, booke,and candle,we muſt not curſe againe,but 
bleſle. If they perſecute , we muſt not perſecute a- 
gaine,but pray forthem,and doe good to them, that 
hurt us, Mat. 5. 44. Againſt ſpirituall harmes, we 
muſt uſe fpirituall armes. Againſt the works of dark. 
nes,we muſt put on thearmor of light,that is, vertues 
againſt vices. As David being to fight with Goliah, 
did caſt fromhimthe armour of $es/, and tooke to 
him weapons farre unlike thoſe that Golia4 brought 
againſt him: So muſt we, when we goe out, in the 
nameof God, againſt that uncircumciſed Philiſtine, 
we muſt caſt from us carnall weapons,and put onthe 
armour of God,cven the grace of God, his manifold 
graces,as a compleate armour, And namely,and ſpe- 
cially theſe graces here mentioned , asthe grace 
of truth and ſyncerity of religion, the grace of righte- 
ouſneſſe and upright converſation, the grace of pre- 
paration and purpoſe of heart to profeſſe and pra- 
Riſe according to the Goſpell of peace, the grace 
of faith in the promiſes of God in Chriſt , thegrace 
of hopeand expeRation of the promiſes belceyed, 
the word of grace, thegrace of prayerand ſuppli- 
cationto God,both publike,and private. 
Theſe graces are the armour 'of God, and they 

are ſo called by way of compariſon with corpo- 


rall armour, as that, becauſe they are given us of 
God, 
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mour , 
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Why the e:3- God, for our defence againſt our ſpirituall enemies, 


as that is,ag2inſt our corporall,and are detenfive, and 
offenſive both, as other armours are, and doe de- 
clarc the bearers, and wearers thereof, to be the ſer- 
vants and {ouldiours of Chriſt,as mens armour, and 
coatcs ſhew ro what Captaine they belong ro, and 
they arethe meanes which we muſt uſe, and whecre- 
by we muſt fight againſt our ſpiricuall enemies, as 
corporallarmour isthe meanes,that we muſt uſe and 
fight in ,againſt our corporall enemies, 

But hercin,asthercis a paritic;or likneſle; ſo there 
is great diſparity, or unlikeneſſe,betwixt thefe,and 
other corporall armour, for that many times is not 
{ufficient, and therefore broken inpieces, but this is 
alwayes ſufficient,ſo ſaithche Lord to this Apoſtle in 
another place, my grace is ſufficient for thee, 2. 
Cor, I2,V.9s» x | , 

Take then unto your ſelves this whole and ſufft. 
cient armour of God,-theſe ſpeciall graces, here 
mentioned. 

- Buthere it may beenquired,may not weallo take 
the armour of men, Corporalt armour, as well 
as {piritualle - Þ 37.5 | 

- Ianſwere,we may-itis lawfull tor Chriſtian men, 
at the commandement ofthe Magiſtrate, to weare 
weapons,and to ſerue in warres;according to the do- 
&rine of our Church, Art.37. and alſo accordingto 
the ſcriptures, which ſay, that there is a time of 
warre, as atime of peace, that the Magiſtrate is not 
to beare the ſword in vaine, Row .13.4. that he 
that hath none ſhould buy a ſword. LZ«k.22.36. 
That many good men did weare, anduſe humane 
WCapons, as Gedeon, Sampſon, David, who RRO_ 

ing. 


and Conqueſt. 37 
kingdomes Heb,1r. 33; and Cornelis the Centurion 
Ad 10.All theſe did arme the body, and uſe corpo- 
rall weapons,and ſo may wee. 

But here ſay againe, that the body is not the 
firſt partthat we muſt arme,, nor humane weapons 
the firſt weapons that we muſt take to our ſelyes. 
The firſt partthat we muſt arme,is the innerman, the 
foule, which is the lite of the body, And the firſt ar- 
mour that we muſt arme it withall, isthe armour, or 
graceof God, which is the life of the ſoule. Thus 
faiththe Apoſtle,in the former chapter, at the 14th 
verſe &c. I bow my knees unto the father of our 
LordlIeſus Chriſt, of whom all the family of heaven 
and'carth is named, that he would grant you , ac- 
cording tothe riches of his glory , to bee ſtreng- 
thened with might by his ſpirit, in the ner 
any. And thus S. Peter, your adorning , let it 
not . bee outward adorning , but letit bee the hid- 
den man of the 'heart, inthat whichis notcorrup- 
tible, even the ornament of a meeke, and quiet {pi- 
rit, the ornament of faith , and a good conlcience, 
here called the breſt-plate of righteouſneſſe. With. 
out this, and the reſt of the ornaments , and muni-. 
ments here mentioned, even the ſtrongeſt , and beſt 
armed man, will prove a coward, and flye when 
.none purſueth, as Solomon ſaith Prov. 28, 1. Andas 
the Syrians did,2. Kings 77« 

I fay then unto- you(Brethren) arme your ſelves 
as well as youcan , both for the inner, and outward 
man, both with the corporall and ſpirituallarmor:but 
firſt of all, & above all, arme the inner man, with the 
armourof God, Take unto your ſelves the armour of 


God, his grace whichis fufficient tor you;2.Cor.12.9. 
I Take 


1.Pce. 3.3.4; 


" Appare quod 
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Iv Take it to your ſelves, andnot only that,but put it 
Fe manner ON, which is the manner how this meanes is to bee 
” he meanes of Bſed; arid the next point. This armour is not only to 
= Conquelt, betaken, and hung up at home or ſometimeto bee 
| ſhewed abroad, tobe ſceneof men : but to bee uſed 
. andimployed daily , inthe Lords (ervice , which is 
meant by putting on, God gives us his gifts and 
graces,to the end that we ſhould uſe& employ them, 
And therefore he ſaith in another place, ſtirre upthe 
grace of God that is given you,2. Tim, I. 6. 0ccupa- 
mini donec veniam, OcCupie and employ your talcnts 
eill I come, Zuk.19.13. 

I fye have thenthe armour, theſe graces of God 
fs, veleſſo in you , ſhew what yeare, ſhewthem by your pro. 
i feſſton,and practiſe, and appeare in your colours. If 
wrt ay a man hath his armour on, and doth ufc it,it will ap. 
ertie celata  peare and be ſcene on him. So let it bewith you, play 
vote.  nottheunprofitable ſervants, to hide your talents, 

your armour in the ground,uſe it, put iton. 

Put onthe whole armour of God. Not only the 
irdle of truth,and the breſt-plate of righteouſneſſe, 
tall the whole armour, head and foote, for if you 
ſhonld arme the head only,the Devill happily would 
ftrike atthe foot. Ifthe foot only,then he might hurt 
the head. If both, and leaue our breſt unarmed , hee 
might wound us atthe heart. Theretoreto make ſure 
worke, put on the whole armour, that yee may repel 
all the aNlaulrs ofthe Devill; lay not opea any part to 

his blow. | 
3 Parts ſpec- Or it you will haue more of fome one part, then of 
= © © another, why then looke wellto the head,the heart, 
and the outward ſenſes, that ye arme them ſtrongly. 
x. Firſt the head, for as a Gencrall that beftegerh a 


city, 


and Conguep. 9 
City, laboureth moſt of all togaine the towre, or the 
caſtle; knowing that if he can take hold and poſſeſſe 
char,he fhall inſtantly commandrhereſt of the whole 
towne: So likewiſe the Devill, who daily doth aſ- 
{aulr our little city, plots ſpecially how he may be 
poſſeſſed of our Capitoll,and ſconce. Knowing aſſu- 
redly that if our head bee tipling, our eyes will bee 
wanton, our tongue blaſpheamous, our throate an 
open ſepulcher, our hands ready to ſtabbe, our feer 
{wift to ſhed blood. In briefe, all our members art his kom. 6.1.13. 
ſervice, to become ſervants of unrighteouſneſle, to 
commit all manner of ungodlineſle, even with gree. 
dineſſe; Therefore it is good forus , to have ſpeciall 
care toarme the head, with ſobricty,8 watchfullnes, 

And ſo likewiſe for the heart, for that is the hold «; 
and fort of the ſoule, If that be not true tous, weare 
ſure to be foyledinevery temptaton. And therefore, , _ . 
as Solomon aith , ſo ſay I unto you, Omni cuſtodia 
cuflodi cor tuum.Keepethine heart with all diligence, 
haveitin an holy ſuſpition, ſo asto examine and 
ſearch it daily, to obſerve the treacherous 
and 5 be cr x 4 luſts, that lurke therein. And when 
by the light of the word,you have found any,doe not 
ſtay till they aſſault you, but doe you afſault them, 
and beat them down with the armour of God, uſing 
Martiall law,preſently condemne and crucify them. 

Andin like manner, for the outward ſenſes, we 3- 
muſt have a ſpeciall care to keepe the parts of chri. 
ſtian armour uponthem alſo , that welye notto00- 
penthere.A valiant captaine knowingthat the enemy 
15 eaſier kept out,then beaten out of a city, hath great 
Care to plant his Gariſon about the gates and walls, 


there he ſets his moſt faithfull watch and _— 
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he plants his chiefe munition and ordnance. And ſo. 
muſt we keepe a ſpeciall watch and ward, at the gates 
of the little city, of our ſoule,even our ſenſes,& there 
plantjour munition, that theenemy may not enter in 
thereat. Thus did 19b,when he made acovenant with 

hiseyes, that hee would not looke upon a maide. 

And Daniel when he would not taſt. of the Kings 
dainties, nor defile himſelfe therewith, And David 
when hee vowed that hee would not heare, nor ſee, 
nor touchany wicked thing,Fſal.1o1.3.. 

But though Icommend unto you a ſpeciall care 
of theſe parts,and paſlages of the ſoule, by theſe rea- 
ſous, and examples, yet I would not have you neg- 
lect the reſt, butto havea care of all, andto put on all 
the armour of God, asthe Apoſtle hereteacheth. 

Yea, and remember furtherto puton thearmour 
of God,in Godsſervice, in his warres, againſt his e- 
nemies only ,not againſt ane another inprivate grud- 
ges and bickerings, not againſt the faithfull ſervants, 
and ſouldiours of Chriſt, Gods owne friends, not a- 
gainſt God, but againſt thewiles of the Devill, and 
the fiery darts ofthe wicked. Notin ſuppreſſing, but 
in maintaining of true religion, and virtue: Not in 
ſecret contentions one with another, but inthe pub- 
like quarrell. of the Goſpel, againſt the common. 
enemy. 


Many there be,who put 0 Gods armour,and im- 
Gedszrmorr. ploy his gitts,nO0t in Gods in finnes, and Sathans 


ſervice, 

 Ofthis ſortarethey whoccite ſcripture in defence 
of errors in dotrine, as of the ſupremacy, or heads 
ſhippe of the Church inthe Pope, of iuſtification by 
workes, of tranſubſtantiation inthe Sacrament, of 
invocation 


Ih Woo ws. et 
' invocation of Saints , of worſhipping of images, of 
equivocation or mentall refervation,8&c. 

Of this ſort are they likewiſe, whocite ſcripture 
indefence of errors in manners, as of ſwearing, of 
prophaning the Lords day,of adultery, of drunken- 
File of covetouſneſle, of uniuſtice, of preſumption, 
or any other ſinne. 

Theſe imitate that grandtempter, the Devill,who ,,._ . 
abuſively cites ſcripture, intempting of Chriſt, and 
thought to beate him with his owne weapon, 

Otthis ſort alſoare they, who imploy their lear- 
ning and wit, in curious prying, and ſearching into 
hidden Myſteries,ininventingand ferting forth vaine 
ahd wanton bookes, and other allurements of finne; 
or in cheating and deceaving of others. 

Of this ſort are they alſo. who make their eyes 
windowes of vanities, who haue their eares open to 
all filthy talke, ſongs and ribauld ſpeeches, who uſe 
their tongues to curſing, and ſwearing, and blaſphe- 
ming of the ſacred name of God which they ſhould 
feare and reverence,who .imploy their hands in figh- 
ting,filching,and the like, who imploy their feete in 
walking inthe wayes gf finners,as to bawdy-houſes 
and other ſuch like places of uncleanefle, who ſpend 
their time incating and drinking and playing, who 
apply their power to opprefle, and their authority 
to pervert iuſtice. 

Ofthis ſort alſo are they,who-imploy their ſilver 
and gold in the ſervice of Baal, and nottotheglory 
of God,that abuſe their outward. blefſiing to glutro- 
& drunkennefle, that ſpend their riches on gorgeous Ames.6.4. 
attire, uabeſeeming their places; upon ſtately buil. 
dings. for the ſhreeke-owle and-battro dwell in, upon 

| I; exccſlive 


OL. 2.8.59 
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 exceſſivecheere, and vaine pleaſure, ſpending more 
at one banquet, then would keepe twenty poore 
members of Chriſt Icſus,in ortalltheir daies, 
Theſe, all theſe put on Gads armour, but not in 
Gods, but in theenemies ſervice,they ſhoore in Gods 
picces, butitis in Gods owne face, they draw out 
Gods ſword, but they ſheathir in his bowells, they 
take Gods gifts, but they give them to the Devill,by 
their blaſphemy,drunkennefle, pride 8: uncleanes, O 
horrible perfidiouſnes,and treachery ,thus to receive 
largegifts with the one hand from the Lord, and to 
give them with the other unto the Devill his enemy. 
Beloved I hope better things of you, and things 
thataccompany ſalvation, thougb I thus ſpeak. And 
I beſeech you,in the bowells of Chriſt Icfus,our Sa- 
viour,after whoſe name you becalled, nnder whoſc 
banner you profeſſeto fight, whoſe armour you pro- 
feſſero weare, that you will weare itin his ſervice, 
anduſeit to his glory. Imploy Gods gifts in his 
owne ſervice, in ſerving God in your owne perſons, 
in ſetting forth his ſervice in others, in maintaining 
his ſervice and ſervants, in building, repairing, and 
beutifying the place of his. ſervice, Andhere you 
haue begunne well, benot weary of well doing, per- 
A vaſlageof $f this worke n, finiſhit, imploy Gods gifts 
che pre:cher andtalents, not in finnes,butin Godsfervice,8 then 
couching the yOu ſhall never want money,togo through with this 
P-uls, © Worthy worke,doebutabate dayly one diſh of your 

ſuperfluous courſes,and I believe that will doe it. 
And hereletevery ane be an-aQor in his owne 
Every oneis perſon, lerevery one puton Gods armour, and im- 
iamnr pcaſd. ploy his gifts ia his ſervice, forthe Apoſtle ſpeakes, 
nally, laying, put on the armonr of Goa, not only to _ 
ut 


but toall the fairhfull in Chriſt Ieſus. c.r.v.r, Wee 7 
have allneed roarme our ſelves, for our adverſary Pets. v.9. 2 
the Devill, as aroaring Lion walketh abour, ſeeking ,,_ . b , 
whom he may devoure, withoutexceptio of any. Let Rhem.Annot. © 
not any thentruft tothe oyle of others,asthe fooliſh 9» Luk. 10. 
virgins, and the ſeduced papiſts, who would make 3%.,.,.. 

us bclieve,;that if our ownelampes be without oyle, :.Cor.g. 16. 
we may gocand borrow of our I to ſup. 

ply our wants:no,no,the beſt haue little enough for 
ehemſelves,and therefore letevery one looketo him. 

ſelfe,and arme himſclfe, ſo willeth the Apoſtle, ſay- 
ing,haverecioycing in thy ſelfe alone,and not in ano- 

ther. Gal.6.4. Another mans mcate cannotnoutrifh 

me, another mans garment cannot warme me, ano- 

ther mans eye cannotguide me, neither cananother 

mans worke ſave me. I muſt worke out mine owne 

ſalvation with feare and trembling, and ſo muſt eve- _ | 

ry one puton Gods armour, anddoe Gods ſervice Philip.2. 22, 
not by a Deputy or Attourny but in his own perſon, 

Yea, and we muſt doe this preſently, without de. We are to ufe 
lay, hereis notime exprefled inthe ext, and there- —_ 
fore thetime preſent is to be underſtood, according ; 
to that legall maxime,wbi nullum tempuc praſcribitur, 
preſens inteligitur. [tis today then, and while it is 
to day, that weareto heare his voice, and toput on 
the armour of God. Now God opens hisarmorie ,. _ 
unto you;which is the holy ſcripture, whereby you © 
may turniſh your ſelves, without money, and with- 

Out Price, | 
.Bchold, now isthe accepted time, now is the day 
of ſalvation, wherein you may provide for your *<** 5+ 
ſelves. And now likewiſe is the day of temptation, 
whercin Sathan goeth about like a roaring Lion, and 
| ſomerunes 
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1.5am.39.16, 


Pſal.1. 


Mart. 12, 44- IP - 
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ſometimes like-an Angel oflight, ſecking whom he 
may devoure.Sothat we have cauſe preſently,and in- 
ſtantly toarme ourſelves, even while it is ro day, 
and this not fora day only ;but every day, as long as 
we live, For Sathan is reſtleſſe in his temptations a- 
gainſt' them that keepe the commandements of 
God, and havetheteſtimony of Ieſus Chriſt, he will 
never lcave tempting them as long as they live in 
the faith, and the feare, and the love of God, not 
quiteleayethem, he will ſometime leave tempting 
of them, for a ſeaſon, as he left tempting of Chriſt, 
but he will come againe, with atreſh aſſault upon 
them,Heis called Beelzebub,the maſter ly;and lyes 
though they be never {o much beaten away, yetthey 
will come againe andagaine to the fame place, and 
ſo will Sathan being repelled, renue his temptations, 


'This uncleane ſpirit, when he is caſt out, will ſeeke 


to recnter, and where he finds a fit houſe, a lecure 
hcart,he will bring in ſeven-Devills worſethen him- 
clfe. His going away,is but to renue his aflaults, his 
flight is but to draw us'out of ourholds, to makcuſe 
of his ambuſhmentagainſt us, Let us.notthen at any 
time put offthe armaur of-Ghd, lerus not be ſecure, 
as the Hmalekites; having taken agreat ſpoile of D4- 
vid, and burned Ziglag, leſt we be ſuddenly ſurpri- 
ſed, and deſtroyed, as they were: Asin the fight we 
havean eycuntothevitory, ſo inthe viftory let us 
have aneyetothe fight againe. Let usſtand ſtil] upon 
ourguard, put onthe armour of God, as long as you 
live, Delight in the law of the Lord,and therein cxer- 
ciſe your ſelves day and night. Pray alwayes, pray, 
and watchthereunto, with all perſeverance, make 2 
continuall uſe ofall the armour, and graces of God 


and Conqueſt. ' F5 ; 
ſtowed upon you. This is the counſell of our great . 44 
Generall, Chriſt Icſus, here given , by one of his -of 
chiefe commanders, S. Paul, that we ſhould pur on 
this armour,alwaies, with all perſeverance. Andſo 
Ictus doe, as obedicnt ſouldiours, of Iefus Chriſt, 

Andthis the rather, that we may beable to ſtand , 
in the evillday , inthe day of temptation, which is The motive 
the motive, to put on this armour, and to fight this *2 uſe the laid 
battell, and the Jaſt point. And a good moniveitis, Congiche 
for who would not be forward to put on armour, 
and to fight in a good cauſe, ifhe were ſure toouer.- 
come; And ſoit 1s here, Dicendo enim ,ut poſſitis re. 
- (Here, innuit certo nos ſtaturos, ſi mods arms Dei in- 
duti, alacriter pugnemns idg, uſq, ad finz, laith Calvin 
 uponthe'place. Thatis,in ſaying,that ye may be able 
to ſtand,he doth imply, that we ſhall ſurely,and cer- 
tainly ſtand and overcome in this battell,it being tur- 
niſhed with Gods armour, wee fight mantully 
under his banner,and that unto the end. Ni deſperan- 
dum et Chritoduce,wence doubt,or deſpaire 
of vitory,it we fightin mour,under Chriſts 
banner, and conduc, for theWrd of truth, agaiaſt 
the father and favourers of lies. He that overcomes 
the ſervants of God thus fighting, muſt overcome 
God himſclfe, whois the Lordot hoaſts;& falſify his Nemo nor le- 
word, who hath promiſed that they ſhould as ſoone 71. 
overcome and dilcomfit his ſonne.,and our Saviour 
Chriſt IeludAghg, js the Generall ok the field;yeaand 
beare in peeces Gods owne armour,, as weake and wat.16.18, 
unſufficient, which Ibelieve, rhe gates of hell ſhall 
never be able to doe. Foy let Satan , andall the pow- 
ers of hell , doe what they, can againſt the Church 
IN " 


and 
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and people of God, they can but calcaneum conte- 
rere; bruiſe their heele, and lame them a little , their 
head they can neverbreake , and quite overthrow, 
Thonghthey fall, yet they ſhall nor be caſt downe, 
forthe Lord upholdeth them with his hand , 2/a/, 
37. 24. Thou lhe Dragon,and his Angels, that is, 
the Devill, and his forces, fight with: Hichacland 
his Angels,that is with Chriſt, and his members,yer 
they ſhall not prevaile, Revel. 12.7. Though Sathan 
be ho Chriſt is ſtronger, and will binde that 
ſtrong man,and ſpoile his houſe, Mat.12.29. he will 


fave his ſervants, and ſouldiours, fighting with his. 


armour, in his battell. 

I, but doth notthe Apoſtle ſay , of the ſervants, 
and ſouldioursof Chriſt, that they are killedall day 
long, & counted asſheeptorhe ſlaughter, Rowe, 8.367 

True, and yer in all theſe things they are more 


then Conquerours, through him that loveth them, 


as it followeth in the next verſe ofthe ſame chapter, 

This may ſeeme#Paradoxe to fleſh-and blood, ro 
conceive how they tharbeare away the blowes, and 
are killed by their enemies, ſhould bee ſaidtoover- 
come. And yet , ſoitis, inall theſe things they are 
Conquerours,faiththe Apoſtle;more then Conque- 
ronrs, that is, then ordinary Conquerours, even f4- 
mous,and noble victors. 

But how doth this appeare, you will ſay? 

T anſwer, thus, the ſword whereby weareſaid to 
overcome, is oftwo ſorts , ſpirituall,and mareriall, 
Therrue and faithfull ſervants of God have beene, 
and many times are at this time killed , and over- 
come by the maateriall ſword, ſo Chriſt hath _ 

ro 
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told, ſaying, they ſhall kill you [oh.16. 2. And Revel. 
11. atthe 7*> verſe, it is ſaid of the two witneſſes, 
that is,of the faithfull preachers and profeſſors ofthe 
cruth, thar when they have finiſhed their teſtimony, 
; the beaſt that commeth out of the bottomleſle pit, 
that is, Antichriſt with his adherents , ſhall make 
warre againſt them, and kill chem, that is, with the 
materiall ſ\word: But not with the ſpirituall. With 
that they overcome him, even with thebreath that 
commeth out of their mouthes, ſoit is ſaid there, at - 
the fift verſe, if any will hurt them, fire proceedeth 
out of their mouthes,and devoureth their enemies, 
even the fiery,and powerfull word of God, which is 
*ble,and ſhall conſume the adverſary , 2. The. 2.8. 
{othatthere is a victory on both ſides. The enemy 
many times kills, and overcomes the faithfull wit. 
neſſes, and true ſervants of God, with the materiall 
iword. And they overcome the enemy with the ſpi- 
rituall ſword, ſlaying them in their ſoules , though 
not in their bodies , for the word is the favour of 
death unto death, in them that periſh,2.Cor.2.16. 
Againe, the ſervants and ſouldiors of Chriſt,even 
in all their tribulations, obtaine a noble viRorie: for 
what is victory? wittoria eft obtinere pro quo Certds, Terml, 
ſaith Tertu/liap, victory is to obtaine that which we Apol. 
ſtrive for. And now, what is the ſtrife, betweenethe 
Chriſtian and the tormentor,but this? the zormentor 
ſeekes to drive the Chriſtian to deny Chriſt, and 
hisGoſpell, the Chriſtian for all his torments con- 
tefſeth him the more, the tormentor fumes, and 
chafes,and ſighes that he hath nothis will, and there- 
fore is overcome, The Chriſtian rejoyceththat he 
K 2 iS 
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-A8.5. 41.- ISCounted worthy to ſuffer for Chriſt, and iscon. 
© £ap.10. ſtant, and therefore goes away with the victory, 
Eſeb;o, The tormentors intheexecution of a woman, Blay. 
I " ÞIAinaby name,confeſſed themſelves overcome,as Ea. 
ſebias writes in the fift booke, and firſt Chapter of 
his Eccleſiaſtical] hiſtory. And Chriſtians in their 
corments, have gloricd of their Conqueſt, over 
their rorments, and tormentors. Thus the Apoſtle 
Rom.$.35. Paul, who ſhall ſeparte us, from the love of Chriſt? 
ant ſhalltribulation, or diſtreſſe, or perſecution, or fa- 
mine, or nakedneſle, or peril, or ſword? Nay, in all 
theſe things we are morethen Conquerors,through 
him that loved us. Of this Conqueſt likewiſe of 
Chriſtians, in their afflitions and perſecutions,di- 
vers others have given notable proofe, yea, and 
'thoſe of our owne Nation, as. Glover, Farrar, 
Hawkes, This laſt , was defired by ſome godly 
friends, for their confirmation, to give ſome token, 
when he was in the flames, whether the paine were 
tollerable,or noc: (A ſtrange time,one would thinke, 
ro attend upon fignes, or freinds) but ſo he did, atter 
his eyes were ftarted out of his head, his fingers con- 
ſumed with fire , and when cver onethought him 
dead, and did expc& the fallof his body. Loe ſud. 
dainly hee lifts up his ſtumps, and thrice(as famous 
Fox-A&s and Conquerour) heclapps them over his head,intoken 
Non-P1447- of victory andtriumph. Thus the faithfull famouſ- 
ly conquer , whentheyſeeme to bee conquered by 
their enemies. Though they be caſt downe one way, 
either in body, goods, or go2d name; yetthey ſtand 
another way, the beſt way; they ſtand in the faith, 
they ſtand in the grace, and fayour of God. _ 
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and Congque??. 7159 
ſt:1d in their ſoules, before the Son of God, though 
they fall atheir bodies, beforc the Sonnes of men, 

They ſtand in great boldneſſe,beforethe face of ſuch 

as have afflitedthem,and made no account of their x, /x.7.4e 

I2bours,WiſdowBJs 1. formido ſublata eſt, non pugna, 1ejun.v. 

as Leo ſaith, their feare is taken away, though not "77 

their fight;their feare of being overcome,and utterly 

caſt downe. So that the ſtate of the faithfull ſervants 

and ſouldiours of Chriſt,is full of comfort, and af. ,,. ,c. 

ſurance,though Sathan and all his forces ſer againſt 

them, yet they ſhall not prevaile. Lerthe Dragon, 

and his Angels doe what they can,yert Michael, and 

his Angels ſhall overcome them, by the blood of the 

lambe, and by the word of the teſtimony , Revel, 

I x. 17, tis not here, asin the temporall warre,there, 

zncertus bellt exitus , 'tis uncertaine which way the 

victory will goe, till the event declare it. Bur here in 

the ſpirituall warfare,pugna,cf certa victoria eſt ſaith 

Tertullian,fight, and be ure of victory. Having then 

ſuch encouragement, lctus put on, pur on the whole 

armour, all thegraces of God, here mencioned. And 

then,fight the good fight, and finiſh your courle, in 

wreſtling againſt fleſh and blood, againſt principali- 

ties and powers, againſt the Rulers of thedarknefſe 

ofthis world, againſt ſpirituall wickednefles in high 

places, againſt all the fiery darts, and fiery temprari- 

ons of the wicked. Doing ſo, ye ſhall notneedeto 

feare a fmall fall, ye ſhall ſtand , as the Apoſtle ſaith 

here. Ye ſhall ſtand,as inthe grace of God here, ſoin 

the glory of God hereafter, and receivethat crowne 

of rightcoulnefle, whichthe Lord hath prepared for * Tim 4-78. 
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79. fhem bat love. him-Al-which che Lord. 
us, for the : one m&fits of Chriſt ſus, 
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